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McDuffee's 
Murderer 
Gets 58 Years 
ALI MORRIS 
MANAGING NEWS EDITOR 
After being tried and convicted a second 
time for the murder of Bates student Morgan 
McDuffee, Brandon Thongsavanh was sen¬ 
tenced last Thursday to 58 years in prison. 
The son of a Bates College food service 
worker, Brandon Thongsavanh has been 
found responsible for stabbing McDuffee 
five times in the back, chest and stomach on 
Mar. 3, 2002. Thongsavanh was first found 
guilty in 2003, but the decision was over¬ 
turned by the Maine Supreme Judicial Court. 
The case was tried again this past October in 
a Cumberland, Maine, courthouse. 
McDuffee’s story is well known to most 
students on the Bates campus. After cele¬ 
brating the Bates lacrosse team’s-first game 
of the season, McDuffee was returning to his 
Lewiston apartment on a Friday night when 
he saw some of his teammates involved in 
a fight with a group of men from Auburn. 
He ran to the scene to try to break up the 
dispute when Thongsavanh jumped out of a 
car and proceeded to fatally stab McDuffee. 
The two had never met before the March 
encounter. 
Captain of the Bates lacrosse team, 
McDuffee had already made extensive plans 
See MCDUFFEE, page 6 
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"Due to its limited endowment, Bates is in a 'clamp-down squeeze"' Barry Greenfield, Chair of the Trustees' Investment Committee. 
SAM NAGOURNEY 
STAFF WRITER 
While the Bates insufficient endow¬ 
ment fund is often described as an over¬ 
discussed topic, it continually proves to be 
the source of conflict in various aspects 
of the College's day to day operations. It 
is essential to the management of major 
issues such as financial aid, faculty and 
academic programs, facility maintenance 
and nationwide college rankings. Though 
still trailing behind its NESCAC peers, the 
Bates endowment appears to be improv¬ 
ing. 
Three years ago, the Bates Trustees’ 
Investment Committee commissioned the 
Cambridge Association to compare Bates’ 
spending with its peers. According to Trea¬ 
surer Terry Beckmann, “We were spend¬ 
ing a bit more than 5 percent, on average, 
while most of our peers were spending 
less than 5 percent. We’re much more in 
line now. It’s been difficult because our 
retrenchment coincided with the 2001 and 
2002 market downturn.” 
Due to its limited endowment, Bates 
is in a state of a “clamp-down squeeze” 
according to Barry Greenfield, chair of the 
Trustee’s Investment Committee. Bates 
has chosen to spend its funds only on the 
most strategic initiatives such as hiring 
new staff to maintain the 10-to-l student- 
faculty ratio. That is not to say that Bates 
is not heavily disadvantaged by the lack 
See ENDOWMENT, page 6 
How Healthy is Commons? 
ALEXANDRA KELLY 
STAFF WRITER 
The award-winning Bates Dining Ser¬ 
vices do much more than serve good food. 
They also ensure that they are providing 
the best service, food and nutrition pos¬ 
sible for the students of the College. “Our 
goal is to be recognized as one of the fin¬ 
est collegiate level dining services in the 
nation, know for its highest quality and 
professional character,” says the Dining 
Services' website. 
Director Christine Schwartz attributes 
the achievement of such high standards 
to the fact that Bates has kept their din¬ 
ing services contained within the College. 
"We don’t just subscribe to the food court 
theory,” she said. Bates students are able 
to eat healthily at Commons, even with an 
unlimited meal plan. They are “very edu¬ 
cated and more savvy about food” than 
the average college student, Schwartz 
says, laughing that even though she may 
get requests for unhealthy items, she gets 
just as many for healthy choices such as 
calcium-fortified orange juice. With a 
wide variety of options, students have the 
ability to "make good choices," she said. 
Dining Services makes good choices, 
too. “We are strong believers in cooking 
from scratch,” Schwartz says. This elimi¬ 
nates the extra fat and preservatives that 
would be found in prepared food, and en¬ 
sures that food will be fresh and better¬ 
tasting, as well. In their cooking, they use 
vegetable shortening, with no animal fat 
and low-fat ingredients. They buy locally 
to ensure freshness whenever possible, 
and label meal choices that are vegetar¬ 
ian, fat-free, vegan, etc. to help students 
make their selections. “We always keep in 
mind what’s nutritionally sound,” Schwartz 
says. 
Another factor in the quality of the 
Dining Services is that it is self-operat- 
See COMMONS, page 5 
INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
Tobin Directs Study on 
Diversity and Campus Values 
EMILY RAND 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
Cell phone advertising 
Companies may be sending ads directly 
to our cell phones in the near future, and 
Tom Flanagan explains why we should be 
worried about it. 
Page 3 
Poltical science department 
searches for Latin American 
politics professor 
Four finalists compete for a tenure-track 
position beginning in the fall of 2006. Hillel 
Soifer is the first finalist to give a presenta¬ 
tion that is evaluated by permanent political 
science staff. The rest of the presentations 
will take place within the next two weeks. 
Page 5 
AVC major shows thesis work 
Ben Lebeaux explores Annie Wachnicki's 
'06 work with print-making for her arts and 
visual culture thesis. Wachnicki asserts 
that her holistic education has influenced 
her work: "The more you understand what 




Men's and women's basketball sweep 
CBB rivals. Both teams are currently tied for 





As Bates College celebrates its 150th anni¬ 
versary as a college founded on values of ac¬ 
ceptance and diversity, it also begins to examine 
the current state of these fundamental ideals. 
As part of this reassessment, Special Assistant 
to the President Liz Tobin has spearheaded a 
large-scale cajnpus-wide project to examine 
the state of Bates campus climate. President 
Hansen asked Tobin to study campus climate, 
which Tobin defines as “the feelings people on 
campus have of belonging and acceptance” in 
response to Hansen’s concerns about Bates’ 
growing problems with diversity. The cam¬ 
pus climate project came into fruition because 
many members of the Bates community have 
recognized that although things are improving, 
they are not moving fast enough. In the past 
year, many students and faculty have asserted 
that Bates has many policy and behavior-relat¬ 
ed problems concerning student diversity and 
campus culture. The campus climate project 
seeks to determine what these problems are 
and how we could go about finding solutions. 
“We hope to get things started,” Tobin said of 
the project, “and figure out what we [as a col¬ 
lege] want to happen.” President Hansen select¬ 
ed Tobin to direct the project because knew 
she was concerned about diversity-related is¬ 
sues and would be a reliable resource. 
To accomplish the goal of assessing diver¬ 
sity and campus culture at Bates, Tobin has 
assembled four different working groups that 
will each focus on a different aspect of campus 
climate. The first of these groups, Admissions 
and Financial Aid, seeks to determine how we, 
as a campus, might attract underrepresented 
See CAMPUS CLIMATE, page 5 
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Letters 
Lack of Diversity at Bates 
To the Editor, 
I am writing in response to Cecilia Za¬ 
pata’s, Director of Affirmative Action and 
Institutional Diversity (AA&ID), letter of 
resignation. The letter was copied to me as 
a member of the search committee. Cecilia 
Zapata identifies the reason for her resigna¬ 
tion as primarily an issue of the institution’s 
lack of support and commitment of the Of¬ 
fice of AA & ID. President Hansen’s office in 
particular has actively resisted the goals and 
purposes of the Office. Zapata notes that the 
institution and the President have treated 
the office as a token effort to address issues 
of diversity on campus. This letter will not 
rearticulate her frustrations. However I wish 
to add to Zapata’s incrimination of Bates by 
expressing my own disgust. By manipulat¬ 
ing the search committee, Bates has trans¬ 
formed my role into a token position, and 
devalued the presence of women of color at 
Bates as a whole. 
As Director of AA & ID, Zapata has been 
marginalized, dismissed, repeatedly ignored, 
and her expertise has been denigrated. Ul¬ 
timately, the Office and her position were 
made ineffective. I find it highly insulting 
that the search committee was misled into 
believing Bates sincerely had an interest 
in increasing and creating an effective Af¬ 
firmative Action Office. In reflecting upon 
Cecilia Zapata’s resignation it is clear that 
my position was used as a symbol for Bates 
College’s “commitment” to Affirmative Ac¬ 
tion and Institutional Diversity. 
As a woman of color I see that this cam¬ 
pus lacks a serious commitment to include 
people of color, women and LGBT-identi- 
fied people, as faculty, staff and students, 
into the mainstream of this college. The Of¬ 
fice of AA & ID is charged with addressing 
these concerns. However, to learn that Ceci¬ 
lia Zapata, a woman of color, has been pro¬ 
hibited from effectively carrying out these 
duties is a message to all of us at Bates that 
the institution undermines and delegitimizes 
the concerns held by the communities most 
affected. Initiatives carried out by other Of¬ 
fices and members, such as the latest Cam¬ 
pus Climate program are insufficient and an 
example of how the Office of AA & ID has 
been overlooked. When does the college 
intend to act effectively to address issues of 
diversity and affirmative action? What will it 
take? When will President Hansen act and 
take the lead as President of this college? 
We, the campus community, have been 
misled. I anticipate that this letter will fur¬ 
ther mobilize our community’s dedication 
to the pillars of a just and equitable soci¬ 
ety. An immediate committee must convene 
comprised of members of Bates faculty, staff 
and students, who have expertise and a his¬ 
tory of commitment to these issues. This 
position for Director of Affirmative Action 
and Institutional Diversity should be filled 
by July 1, 2006. It is not sufficient to merge 
this position or this office with another, or 
hesitate to fill it. Indeed, it is my hope and 
expectation that President Hansen will re¬ 
evaluate her stance of these issues. 
Shaheen Nazerali, '06 
Importance of Fashion? 
To the Editor, 
I have been enlightened. All these years, 
I've been wondering what’s missing from 
my life, what it is that will finally make me 
complete. Heck, I even thought I had found 
it, and I was happy. But no. Oh no. Because 
now I know. Now I have read the life-alter¬ 
ing wisdom of last week’s fashion column. 
(1-10-06 Student, "As Temperature Drops, So 
Does Bates Fashion") Now I know just how 
chic “navy and gray pallets smartly mixed 
with copper and orange” can be. Now I am 
complete. 
What was I thinking before? All that 
volunteering, that silly social justice work, 
all that time wasted reading up on current 
events and doing my homework. Pshaw. I 
was kidding myself. That’s not what mat¬ 
ters. Fashion is what matters. In case you’ve 
matured beyond middle school, here’s a re¬ 
minder: you should make it your goal every 
day to be so fashionable that upon seeing 
you, people instantaneously like you. For¬ 
get having a nice personality or some intelli¬ 
gence or maybe even a sense of humor. The 
fact that your clothes come from “Bottega 
Veneta’s Fall 2005 collection” is what will 
make people like you. There is no greater 
disaster in this world, not famine, not dis¬ 
ease, not genocide, no greater disaster than 
“bunchy pants and clunky boots [that don’t] 
maintain the leg’s line.” Forget crimes against 
humanity, these are crimes against fashion. 
This was a startlingly mind-opening ex¬ 
perience for me. Trust me. I’ve had to, like, 
watch twenty Sex in the City episodes in a 
row, all while eating SlimFast bars, painting 
my toenails and wearing one of those goopy 
green facial mask things, just to begin to 
like totally process it. And all that well-spent 
time has led me to some alarming conclu¬ 
sions about the Bates population. 
See, you can tell a lot about a person by 
how they dress. And I’ve narrowed down 
the Bates Fashion Scene, in all its “winter 
fashion faux pas” glory, to six groups. 
First of all, we have the Super Preppy 
Kids. This is the world of hair straighten- 
ers, caked-on make-up, pleated pants, shiny 
penny loafers and argyle sweater vests. 
This is collar-popping at its finest. This is 
girls whose clothes couldn’t actually be any 
tighter even if they .were wearing shrink¬ 
wrap, and guys who spend more time than 
most girls styling their hair. Students of this 
variety are often found strutting around the 
Big Room, the Village, or Oasis, or they’re 
in the bathroom doing their hair. They are 
most compatible with groups 4, 5 and 6. 
Second in our lineup is the Wanna-Be 
Preppy Kids. Their collars are a bit droopy, 
there’s a few strands of hair out of place, and 
perhaps their pants just aren’t “tailored ap¬ 
propriately.” It’s sad, really. They’re putting 
up a valiant effort to fit in and make peo¬ 
ple like them, but they’re just not arrogant 
enough, and their collar just isn’t starched 
enough, to cut it as a Super Preppy Kid. 
They are usually found in exactly the same 
places as the Super Preppy Kids (who often 
sneer at the sight of these pitiful attempts) 
See Fashion Sense page 3 
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The Secret Life of Facebook 
MEGAN HAMILTON 
STAFF WRITER 
It is a truth universally acknowledged 
that, since its 2004 inception at Harvard, 
Facebook has come to be a defining charac¬ 
teristic of life for college students in America. 
Facebook is a way of life - both habit and 
entertainment, more than 75% of users log 
in at least once a day. For many, it is a way 
to socially interact with other people with¬ 
out having to talk to anyone - a wonderfully 
passive aggressive thing is the wall post or 
the friend request. Small wonder, then, that 
the profile and the group membership have 
become modes of self-definition. “I Went to 
a Public School, Bitch.” “I Am Going to be 
Poor When I Graduate Because I Am an Eng¬ 
lish Major.” “Awkward Social Club.” “Those 
Theatre Kids.” And so on. 
The beauty of this pseudo community 
has long resided in its availability to only 
those with the coveted “.edu” email address. 
This eliminates the so-called “sketch” fac¬ 
tor of many blogs and MySpace, sites that 
seek to build a community open to all of 
the World Wide Web, including those creepy 
stalker types your mother warned you about. 
Sure, the occasional adult has joined Face- 
book but until recently, it has always seemed 
that the only bad that could come of this 
is embarrassment over groups like “Hot for 
Teacher—” and “I Might be (slightly) Ob¬ 
sessed with—For the most part, it seems 
to me that even these pages - a combination 
of general geekiness and sincere adulation 
- would be received by all concerned with 
good-humor. Should Sanford Freedman ever 
join the Facebook, the first thing I hope he 
does is read the “Mind that Gap Group” de- 
^scngtionj^anjode^^toJiis^short^tern^OOS^ex-^ 
ploits in London. 
My sense of Facebook as a beautiful 
bubble - devoid of contact with and con¬ 
sequences from the outside world - came 
to a crashing halt, however, when I recently 
read a New York Times article on Jan. 8, 
which described the myriad lives this would- 
be yearbook has taken on. For example, 
members of the George Washington Uni¬ 
versity campus police belong to Facebook 
and use its party invite network to track the 
campus social scene. Resident Advisers at 
North Carolina reported underage students 
for drinking based on pictures in their Face- 
book albums. Employers now check out ap¬ 
plicants by logging into an alumni account, 
something that concerned administrators at 
Tufts and Texas Christian University enough 
to incite seminars on “Facebook propriety,” 
lest undergraduate indiscretions haunt stu¬ 
dents as they enter the job market. Perhaps 
most distressing, the Secret Service recently 
investigated a University of Oklahoma stu¬ 
dent who posted a comment alluding to the 
assassination of the President. Big Brother 
is watching. And he doesn’t think “People 
Who Think George Bush Sucks Ass United” 
is funny. 
Along with illustrating how elusive pri¬ 
vacy in the age of the Internet and George 
W can be, this most recent development also 
exemplifies the way we privilege private/so¬ 
cial selves as the “real” thing. Applicants give 
employers resumes, carefully crafted to dem¬ 
onstrate his/her ability to succeed in the job 
described. Employers who seek additional 
knowledge via facebook seek something 
more “raw,” more “real,” less constructed to 
please. But is this actually the case? For 
See Facebook, page 4 




MANAGING FORUM EDITOR 
In the Jan. 16 issue of 
The New York Times, Matt 
Richtel wrote an article de¬ 
scribing some technology 
in our future that I found to 
be interesting, a little funny 
and more than a little creepy. Apparently, 
once they are done tinkering with the nu¬ 
ances and legality of the process, advertis¬ 
ing and marketing companies are interested 
in sending short (three seconds) advertising 
video or audio clips to people’s cell phones. 
The part of the story that really caught my 
attention was the possibility of incorporating 
the GPS capability that many cell phones are 
equipped with these days. If companies man¬ 
age to harness that technology, they could 
potentially send videos or audio recordings 
to your cell phone that advertise the stores 
that you are walking past at that moment. 
This raises the question that I found myself 
wondering after reading this article: Does 
anyone else think this is creepy? 
I should preface my comments by ex¬ 
plaining that I am not the type of person 
who believes that advertising is the devil. 
I’m actually closer to the opposite. I usually 
think advertising techniques are fascinating, 
especially those that make us wonder why 
we didn’t think of them first. For example, 
putting ads on the wall above urinals in pub¬ 
lic restrooms is one of the most brilliant mar¬ 
keting ploys I’ve ever seen, and I hope that 
the man who thought of it is now wealthy 
enough to take Scrooge McDuck swan dives 
into mountains of his money, because he de¬ 
serves it. My bold declaration that a man pro¬ 
duced the idea was purposeful, by the way, 
and not just an ignorant oversight - I know 
how well statements like that go over around 
here if they are not justified. My reasoning is 
that unless there are women out there who 
stand at urinals (sidenote: if there are wom¬ 
en who actually stand at urinals, please let 
me know because that would shatter every¬ 
thing I thought I knew about this world, and 
it would without question warrant its own 
column) only a man could have thought to 
exploit the unspoken social contract that all 
men agree on, which is of course to stare 
straight ahead with militant discipline while 
in front of a urinal. 
This example may seem off-topic, but 
there’s an important distinction to be made 
between the cell phone ads and the bath¬ 
room wall ads. Those above urinals are ad¬ 
vertising at its best. They are well-placed 
and unavoidable, characteristics that some 
people resent in ads, yet at the same time 
they are undeniably clever in both the gen¬ 
eral concept and often times in their content, 
as well. There is nothing invasive or creepy 
about an ad above a urinal. If anything, most 
guys are probably relieved to see one wait¬ 
ing there because it can help combat the 
awkwardness of the situation. Sending ads 
to a cell phone based on physical proximity 
to stores is a different story. 
Just imagine (how annoying it would be 
if your phone rings and you get all excited 
that your mom is calling to see how your day 
is going, but then you flip open your phone 
only to find an ad for the Victoria’s Secret 
that you just walked by. Then your bud¬ 
dies would undoubtedly glance over your 
shoulder to see who’s calling and catch you 
watching a three-second clip of a woman in 
lingerie, and you’ve just found yourself on 
the butt end of an inside joke that could lin¬ 
ger for years. I really do wonder, though, if 
the companies would know that they were 
sending ads to a consumer who fits their 
desired demographic or if they would just 
See Cell Phones, page 4 
A Short Winter Break 
JOHN MILEY 
STAFF WRITER 
Is it just me or did we come back from 
break way too early? It seems funny that I 
feel like I already need a week vacation. 
The important part of me dwelling on the 
shortness of winter break is that I don’t think 
it’s just me. I’ve overheard others' concerns 
about starting up classes and homework. It’s 
not the usual back to school agony, either. 
Of course plunging back into classes causes 
some emotional anguish, but plunging back 
in with the taste of finals still in your mouth 
is a totally different story. 
I’ll admit that winter break was borderline 
boring at times. Friends were busy with work 
or family gatherings. One of my friends was 
busy working at a local dry cleaner. Another, 
who was apparently nicknamed “germs,” 
couldn’t come out and play because of an 
ear infection. I was usually left wondering 
where my friends were. Those questions led 
to more questioning of how many friends I 
actually had. From there, I wondered if I in 
fact had bad friends, or if they had somehow 
figured out how to avoid all of my calls. But 
as one of my friends pointed out, friends are 
for the weak. Sadly, even he was busy and 
couldn’t find time to hang out. 
Even amidst these struggles, I still en¬ 
joyed my time off. However, as Bates stu¬ 
dents, we had to go back right after New 
Year’s Day. All of my other friends had the 
safety valve of a few more weeks off. They 
had plenty of time to waste away the days 
with some sweet nothingness. Break is more 
of a mental thing, anyway. I look at it as a 
time to clear your head from the intensity of 
finals and relax. Above all, you’ll be ready, or 
you’ll at least have a clear head, by the time 
you have to go back to school. 
Starting up with classes is tough enough 
after a break, but doing it so quickly is men¬ 
tally straining. These past couple weeks back 
at school I feel myself still in finals mode. I 
don’t know what to do when I finish home¬ 
work early. Then there’s the nervous anxiety 
I feel when I’m not doing work, worrying 
that I should be doing something. I’m still 
used to being up past midnight every night 
studying for finals and finishing papers. 
There is light at the end of this shady 
tunnel. Classes for this semester end April 
4. That is incredibly early. What’s that they 
say about college? The more you pay, the 
less you go? Actually, that’s a bad joke from 
my friend’s dad. Still, I wouldn’t have mind¬ 
ed tacking on an extra week in April in ex¬ 
change for a little more vacation time. For 
example, when you’re in high school, you 
want the snow days. You pray to all the gods 
you can conjure up for a news report indicat¬ 
ing school has been canceled. The only thing 
worse than having school is having a delay. 
The delay is only a cheap ploy to make stu¬ 
dents sit dejected at home waiting for the 
inevitable to occur. 
The point is, you don’t worry about go¬ 
ing to school deep into June. By gosh, you 
want those flippin’ snow days. By June it’s so 
hot that even the teacher throws in a sweaty 
towel and plays movies all class, anyway. 
However, as intellectuals, we must acknowl¬ 
edge the risks involved with worrying about 
the here and now and putting future events 
on the back burner. It will be sweet to finish 
classes early and in the long run it may pay 
off coming back from break when we did. 
But come on, I just wanted some more 
time to play with my Christmas presents. 
There’s nothing wrong with that. Occasion¬ 
ally, I like watching television and being lazy. 
Is that wrong? Sometimes I only pretend to 
agree with people to make the conversa¬ 
tion go faster. Is that so bad? Basically what 
I’m saying is that if anyone wants to skip a 
week of classes and play some Playstation, 
I’m game. So if you’re left feeling like winter 
break was a lame delay instead of a sweet 
snow day, you’re not alone. I’m right there 
with you in the library, studying and being 
grateful that finals are a long way away. 
Question on the Quad 
Do you practice safe sex? 
"I would do anything for 
love, but I won't do that." 
"Don't bring a knife to a gun 
fight." 
Brendan Nangle, '06 Egg Man 
Reporting and photos by Samuel Haaz '06 
Fashion 
Sense 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2 
and are most compatible with groups 4 and 
6. 
Third we have the Hippies. This con¬ 
tingent makes up a large part of the Bates 
population. They are easily recognized due 
to large quantities of wool, flannel and plaid, 
and usually come with a pair of Carhartts, 
knitting needles, a Common Ground t-shirt 
and a bike. Instead of wearing a fashionable 
leather coat with which “shape and silhou¬ 
ette is maintained with ‘belted shearlings’ 
and cinching details at the waist,” sometimes 
they wear five plaid flannel shirts at the same 
time, and pop all five collars. This seems to 
frighten and anger groups 1 and 2. Often 
male members of the Hippies group have 
longer hair than the females, and this is the 
group least likely to wear shoes. Extensive 
observation has proven that there is abso¬ 
lutely no logic behind the wardrobe choices 
of this group. Hippies are most likely to be 
found in the Middle Room, the Ronj, climb¬ 
ing trees, at contradances or at farm break¬ 
fast. They get along with just about every¬ 
body, but are most compatible with groups 
5 and 6. 
Providing the middle ground between 
the Super Preppy Kids and the Hippies is 
group 4, the Jocks. These are the kids that 
live in gray Bates sweatpants. They are of¬ 
ten seen in Commons with large bags of ice 
wrapped around their legs, and frequently 
wear t-shirts that proclaim their dislike of 
Colby. When a thinly-veiled threat of “a sea¬ 
son of continual sweatpants is going to be 
ugly,” is proclaimed, these are the culprits 
of this tragedy. Sometimes the sweatpants 
themselves can even reveal which team these 
Jocks belong to, usually determined by read¬ 
ing their rear end. (Except when the rear end 
of the sweatpants, instead of saying “SWIM,” 
says something like “JUICY,” which is just dis¬ 
turbing, and suggests that the person whose 
rear end you’re staring at may actually be 
an undercover Super Preppy or Wanna-Be 
Preppy Kid.) Jocks are often found in Merrill, 
on the far side of the salad bar, exercising at 
obscene hours of the morning or in JB. They 
are most compatible with groups 1, 2 and 6. 
As the decidedly genetically messed-up 
offspring of Group 1 and Group 3, Group 5 
is home to all the Artsy Kids. These kids are 
too eccentrically-attired to be Super Preppy 
Kids, but too squeaky-clean to be Hippies. 
They’re the ones with the big, beaded neck¬ 
laces, the berets, the girls in some sort of 
20’s-era costume-box get-up and the guys in 
suits. These may be the very people men¬ 
tioned in that magnificent fashion column, 
when it mentions “a compelling friction of 
paisley, plaid and polka dots.” Group 5 kids 
frequently bond with Group 1 kids when 
they both wipe out in the middle of the quad 
because they’re wearing stilettos in February. 
They are most often found in the Ronj, Olin, 
Pettigrew or in Coram at 3 a.m. They are 
most compatible with groups 1 and 3. 
As our last category, the Boringly Attired 
Kids make up the largest portion of the Bates 
fashion scene. Maybe there aren’t enough 
people that dress like them to justify creating 
a group of them, or maybe it’s too hard to 
tell - flannel one day, Abercrombie the next. 
Or maybe they’re just unexciting. Whatever 
the case, this is definitely the largest group 
on campus, and hopefully the one that has 
benefited most from the fashion advice that 
has impacted me so deeply. 
So remember children: just because you 
may think you’re an adult now doesn't mean 
you can stop caring what people think of 
you. You must carefully plan your outfit each 
day to maximize its attractiveness and your 
popularity. Just remember: just because it’s 
not hot outside doesn’t mean you can’t be! 




The low temperature, in Celsius de¬ 
grees, reached at a circus in Mongolia. 
To help them survive the cold, the circus' 
elephants have been given 2 liters of vodka 
per day. 
9 
Consecutive days that Austrian Josef 
Resnik spent skiing in order to break the 
world record. He took short breaks to use 
the bathroom, eat and shower to warm up. 
He also has completed a fifteen-day triath¬ 
lon and bicycled around the world in 80 
days. 
76 
The age, in years, of a pickled cucumber 
that a Croatian woman has submitted to be 
named the world's oldest by the Guinness 
Book of World Records. She has had the 
cucmber insured because, since it was pick- 
led the day her late husband was born, it is 
now her only reminder of him. 
Sources: ananova.com_ 
Cell Phones 
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be sending ads to every cell phone within a 
given radius and hoping for the best. If it’s 
the latter, then the focused demographic aim 
that can make ads so effective and enjoy¬ 
able is lost. Clearly, using a strategy of ran¬ 
dom dissemination separates this from the 
types of advertising that I find so interesting 
and clever. I doubt that the content would 
be overly witty or entertaining like the en¬ 
joyable commercials on TV or online, any¬ 
way, mostly due to the three-second length. 
How could a company possibly express 
who they are, what they sell and where you 
can find their store all in three seconds and 
still have time to be funny or entertaining? 
Maybe that’s a challenge that the very bright¬ 
est minds in marketing would be up to, but 
certainly not all. I think that genuinely enjoy¬ 
able cell phone ads would be scarce. 
In the article, Richtel does explain that 
companies would need to be extremely 
careful in gaining consent, without which it 
would be illegal to send ads to cell phones, 
not to mention wildly unpopular. In response 
to that, my next question would be who on 
this planet would actually sign up to receive 
ads? In some cases ads are unavoidable. For 
instance, when trying to watch a highlight 
clip on ESPN’s website, you first need to sit 
through a fifteen second ad. This has always 
seemed reasonable to me, as I’m enjoying a 
free service. I could always just minimize the 
page or close my eyes and hum, anyway, so 
I’m not particularly bothered by those ads. 
But if the service were offered with or with¬ 
out them, I can’t imagine someone actually 
choosing to see the ads. So if what the article 
says is true, as long as I don’t get swindled 
into signing up for ads by some befuddling 
internet pop-up from Verizon I should be 
free of these walk-by solicitations. 
Just the same, the concept really creeps 
me out. For one, a company knowing ex¬ 
actly where I am at any given time feels a 
little too “Enemy of the State” for me. And as 
much as I would love to have Gene Hack- 
man screaming, “There’s no time!" and spit¬ 
ting all over my face, that’s one movie plot 
I’d rather not bring to life. In the article, Rich¬ 
tel offers one quotation that best describes 
what I feel is wrong with this idea. Jon Raj, 
who is the vice president of advertising and 
emerging media at Visa USA, explains their 
great interest in cell phone advertising: “Un¬ 
like the computer, or a magazine or televi¬ 
sion,” he said, “the phone is a piece of you.” 
I’m not quite ready to be the nameless, face¬ 
less Edward Cell Phone Hands that this type 
of advertising would make us, and I hope 
I’m not the only one. 




Recently The New York Times ran on 
its editorial page a sharp criticism of the 
President’s current Supreme Court justice 
nominee, Samuel Alito. It was yet another 
sign that the collective forces of the contem¬ 
porary liberal movement have been poised 
against the nomination of anyone affiliated 
with the current administration from day 
one, and that their objectives are far more 
narrow-minded and devious than their pur¬ 
ported goal of finding 
the “best candidate for 
the job.” The Senate 
Judicial Committee 
hearings for Alito are 
over, but Democrats 
want more. 
It’s no secret that 
Americans ranging 
from political pundits 
to everyday citizens to 
college students real¬ 
ize that every person 
has their own stan¬ 
dards for Supreme 
Court nominees. 
For most Democrats 
in Congress, that 
standard is anyone 
whose pro-choice views are clearer than an 
abortionist’s, and anyone not nominated by 
George W. Bush. Judicial committee mem¬ 
bers such as Ted Kennedy, as well as liberal 
groups like the People for the American Way, 
whose chairman stated that they have “just 
begun to fight” against the nomination, and 
the National Organization for Women, whose 
name is more synonymous with one-issue 
soap-boxing on abortion than with their ef¬ 
forts to improve women’s lives, are fighting 
a losing battle, and they know it. Instead of 
focusing on constructive criticism or on other 
issues facing the nation, they have become 
obsessed with stopping a well-qualified and 
outstanding jurist from becoming the ninth 
judge on the Court simply because of ambig¬ 
uous views on abortion and his identification 
as a self-described conservative. 
If Alito was a self-described liberal and 
still had the same legal qualifications, would 
the hearings have gone the same way? It’s 
doubtful. The Clinton era had its share of 
nominees, and none of them were given as 
much trouble as the Bush nominees. When 
a candidate’s wife cries and leaves the room 
because her husband is being mercilessly 
bullied by thugs in suits with questions meant 
not to learn more about him, but to destroy 
him, you know 
there’s a problem 
with our politi¬ 
cians. The com¬ 
mittee room and 
the Senate floor 
look less like en¬ 
vironments for nu- 
anced debate and 
more like the OK 
Corral. Samuel 
Alito has received 
a full endorsement 
from the Ameri¬ 
can Bar Associa¬ 
tion, calls Roe vs. 
Wade “established 
precedent” and 
has used such 
precedents as the basis for his rulings on the 
bench in lieu of his political beliefs in virtu¬ 
ally every case where it has been an issue. 
He may not be a woman or a minority, but 
those factors shouldn’t matter anyway when 
the nation’s highest court of law is in focus. 
Democrats are obsessed with cracking down 
on scandal in the GOP while members of 
their own party are just as scandalous. Mak¬ 
ing Alito’s wife cry is not being a good rep¬ 
resentative of your state’s citizens. Neither 
is standing on a soap box or treating a man 
with impeccable credentials like an idiot. It 
doesn’t help the Democratic party’s image, 
and it doesn’t do justice to the American 
people. 
Facebook 
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quite some time, for example, I listed kites as 
a Facebook interest. Kites. I don’t regularly 
fly kites, nor do I collect them. I do enjoy 
making fun of a certain thumbnail on the 
Bates page (reading “A couple practices the 
kite part of kite surfing,” as opposed to the 
non-kite part of kite surfing? A puzzle for 
every Batesie, indeed) but in truth I am, at 
best, a novice in the kite department, and at 
worst a dilettante of some kind. I suppose I 
thought it was cute and quirky to list kites as 
a passion of mine, but to be honest, were I 
to list out legitimate interests in my life, kites 
would not make the top fifty. 
Groups, prove to be similarly unreliable 
entities. Though I do stand firm in my be¬ 
lief that “Reading Dan Brown Novels Makes 
You Less Attractive,” I’m not sure I’m wor¬ 
thy of my place in the “Dinosaur Club,” as 
I stopped watching Land Before Time after 
number three. The apparent room for mis¬ 
representation multiplies as I further contem¬ 
plate what my own Facebook involvement 
says about me. I spend a lot of my time 
at Bates doing Megan Hamilton type things 
- reading, writing, studying or feeling guilty 
for not doing one of the first three. There are 
no Facebook pictures of me in Ladd Library. 
None of the albums I appear in feature me in 
Commons - eating peanut butter and drink¬ 
ing tea. There may be a singular unflatter¬ 
ing running picture, but even that’s doubtful. 
Which means that, were one to judge me by 
my Facebook profile one would think that 
all the major events of my life could be de¬ 
scribed by captions like “Skittle Vodka!” or 
“Wooooo Village 333!” 
Like locker room chatter or reality TV, 
the ridiculous and outrageous are high value 
currency - “I Drank a Little Too Much and 
Passed Out Early” does not a Facebook 
group make. “I Totally Took My Facebook 
Picture WASTED” does, however, draw 
amused attention. Facebook, like a resume, 
relies on certain phrases, tones and words 
to succeed. Like a resume, the creator of a 
Facebook profile must also be prescient of 
the audience he or she seeks to please or en¬ 
tertain. Thus those within the Facebook sys¬ 
tem, like those in the job market, take these 
constructions with a grain of salt; recognize 
it as a piece of (skewed) self-representation 
rather than the “complete picture.” It’s not 
just that campus administrators, prospective 
employers and the Secret Service who log 
onto Facebook potentially invade students’ 
privacy, it’s that they make the mistake of 
taking what they see seriously. For exam¬ 
ple, last year the Boston Globe reported the 
story of a Brandeis student who included 
“an appreciation of the festive greens” in 
her Facebook profile, an interest that her 
parents and retired grandmother found less 
than funny. Much of what is on the Face- 
book is an out and out joke - “Really, Really, 
Ridiculously Good-looking People at Bates 
College” is (I hope) a good example of this - 
and what isn’t outright fiction tends towards 
hyperbole - “I Need at Least Three Drinks 
to Interact Normally With Members of the 
Opposite Sex.” Reading Facebook as indica¬ 
tive of an individual, or of Bates, seems as 
misguided as relying solely on Jon Stewart 
for your knowledge of politics. It’s ironic 
that employers or anyone else outside of the 
student milieu could see the fronts and pos¬ 
turing of facebook as having real “meaning,” 
when it is just as crafted and constructed 
as a resume. After all, both are ultimately 
concerned with self-presentation. Should 
I ever be confronted with questions about 
my Facebook pursuits, I intend to employ 
all OCS has taught me to this end and assure 
future employers, school administrators and 
the Secret Service alike that my involvement 
in the Facebook group devoted to the game 
Oregon Trail, despite the adjectival expletive 
in its name, actually illustrates an enthusiasm 
for intellectual pursuits in my spare time that 
goes all the way back to the third grade. 
BATES RATES 




Patriots playoff winning 
streak comes to an end 
The death toll is rising. 
4s Congrats to Bates for properly 
1 acknowledging such an 
important holiday. 
24 beers, 24 hours, "24" 
season premiere! What a 
weekend. 
At least Peyton Manning's 
s*/ playoff choking streak is rock- 
solid. 
" Making Alito's wife cry is 
not being a good represen¬ 
tative of your state's citi¬ 
zens. Neither is standing 
on a soap box or treating a 
man with impeccable cre¬ 
dentials like an idiot." 
NEWS 
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Political Science Dept. Searches For 
Latin American Politics Professor 
Candidate finalist Hillel Soifer delivers presentation to students and faculty. 
SARAH BECK / THE BATES STUDENT 
CHRISTINE ARSNOW 
STAFF WRITER 
Bates College Political Science Department 
is undergoing a search for a tenure-track fac¬ 
ulty member with a specialty in Latin American 
politics. According to department head James 
Richter, this position has been part of the politi¬ 
cal science department for many years. Tem¬ 
porary professor Diane Haughney, who taught 
Politics of Latin America and Politics of Third 
World Development this past fall, currently oc¬ 
cupies the position and is one of the candidates 
vying for a permanent appointment. 
The search to fill the political science po¬ 
sition attracted prospectives from all regions 
of the United States and a few overseas. The 
vacancy was advertised in many notable pro¬ 
fessional associations and journals. Permanent 
members of the political science department 
evaluated all candidates, finally inviting four 
(including Haughney) to the Bates campus for 
a two-day interview. As the first of the four 
candidates to speak, Hillel Soifer delievered his 
presentation this past Thursday, Jan. 12. With 
three more candidates scheduled to speak, 
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ing within the College. “Our mandate 
is to make budget, not to turn a profit,” 
Schwartz says. Since the Dining Services 
are not answering to a corporate office, 
they do not try to cut costs at the expense 
of the quality of the food or service. 
In the 1980s and 1990s, food service 
corporations solicited colleges and uni¬ 
versities as they offered to redo facilities 
and convince them that it would be more 
cost effective and easier to manage if they 
used outside contract companies for their 
dining services. However, Schwartz says, 
this eliminates the personal relationships 
that develop with a self-contained service, 
which puts Bates at an advantage. Bates 
buys locally, recycles waste products and 
makes efforts toward nutrition that would 
not necessarily happen under a corpora¬ 
tion. 
Making sure that Bates will continue 
to have the best services, Schwartz is con¬ 
stantly doing studies comparing of Bates 
to other schools. The Bates unlimited 
meal plan, at $1200 per semester, is $765 
cheaper than the Colby plan of 21 meals 
per week, $1000 cheaper than Bowdoin’s 
19 meals per week and even $382 cheap- 
Bates students are invited to lunch with the 
candidates and are encouraged to offer their 
input to the political science department. Each 
of the candidates are to deliever a presentation 
on their specialized area of research to which 
all Bates community members are invited. 
Soifer, a PhD candidate at Harvard Uni¬ 
versity, presented “Authority Over Distance: 
Explaining Variation in State Power in Latin 
America” on Thursday. Soifer spoke about 
the immense developmental and economical 
chasm that separates Latin American countries 
Peru and Chile. He argued that the separation 
has been in place since 1900 and is therefore 
a result of activity that occurred in these coun¬ 
tries in the 19^ century and was maintained in 
the 20th century. 
Soiferis research suggests that four factors 
exemplify the differentiation between the cur¬ 
rent situations in Peru and Chile. He describes 
these as barometers of social development. 
Transportation and communication infrastruc- 
aire, Soifer related, is a “proxy for the state’s 
ability to collect and deliver information.” Tax 
collection, including methods of where and 
how taxes are assessed, also directly reflects a 
nation’s ability to supply and regulate informa- 
er than Bowdoin’s 10-meal plan. In fact, 
among New England colleges of compa¬ 
rable size, one would have to go to seven 
or fewer meals per week to find a plan 
cheaper than the one at Bates. 
Excited about the in-progress plans for 
the new dining facility, Schwartz is taking 
the time to choose exactly how to contin¬ 
ually improve the current standards. “We 
want to be able to provide the best ser¬ 
vices, the best quality and have a build¬ 
ing with concepts that will still be here 
in 40 years,” she said. With many current 
trends being thrown at them by designers, 
the Bates Dining Services are only making 
choices after careful evaluation, deciding 
whether or not certain features are what 
Bates really needs. “They’re beginning to 
understand that we don’t do business the 
way anyone else does,” said Schwartz. 
The new building, predicted to open 
for the Winter Semester of 2008, includes 
a design that will eliminate lines, have 
food prepared in front of diners, provide 
more storage space and make preparation 
and cleanup more convenient. “I think 
you guys will love it,” Schwartz said. “It’s 
going to be phenomenal.” 
tion. Additionally, according to Soifer, a state’s 
military or police force reflects the nation’s level 
of development and success by offering struc¬ 
ture and protection to citizens. The final fac¬ 
tor that Soifer believes can directly represent a 
state’s level of development is public, state-sup- 
ported primary education. Soifer measures a 
primary school system’s success by the nation’s 
per capita enrollment and the school system’s 
regulation by the central government. Soifer 
further discussed this last factor in his presenta¬ 
tion - arguing that variations in primary educa¬ 
tion between Chile and Peru resulted in the dis¬ 
tinct differences in these nations’ development. 
In the body of his presentation, Soifer dis¬ 
cussed differences in Chilean and Peruvain 
public education in the 19^ century. He re¬ 
lated that governments of both states were 
“committed to expansion and development” in 
the years just prior to 1900. Methods of ful¬ 
filling this pledge, however, differed between 
countries. Peruvian leaders adopted a system 
that put local nobles in control of areas outside 
the capital, while the Chilean government sent 
leaders from its capital out to surrounding vil- 
See POLITICAL SCIENCE SEARCH, page 6 
Campus 
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minorities and give them a good college expe¬ 
rience. “Although we have a minority popula¬ 
tion of nine percent this year, it is not enough,” 
Tobin said of the largest minority population in 
Bates history. 
The second working group, Communica¬ 
tions Among Offices of the College, intends to 
look at how we can make sure information re¬ 
lating to campus climate issue gets from one of¬ 
fice to another. This group would also identify 
areas in which communication and coopera¬ 
tion could be improved, and brainstorm ways 
to facilitate communications. 
The third area of focus of the campus cli¬ 
mate project is comparisons with other colleg¬ 
es. This working group will look at what other 
colleges have done, things we might want to 
emulate. Tobin said she will encourage mem¬ 
bers of this group to go to other colleges and 
study what they are doing specifically to main¬ 
tain a campus climate that allows all students 
to develop to their full potential. The most 
frequently suggested “comparison college” so 
far is Wesleyan, although other schools in the 
Northeast have also been suggested. 
The last focus group of the project concerns 
solutions, in which group members will attempt 
to “develop a variety of methods which would 
encourage discussion and thinking about ways 
to improve climate,” according to Tobin. 






The Darfur Awareness Coalition was re¬ 
cently established to raise campus awareness 
of the genocide in Darfur. Aliza Luft ’06 and 
Anne Sheldon ’09, held the first DAC meeting 
last week, attracting more than 30 students. 
The goal of the DAC is “to educate the 
Bates community about the current genocide 
in Darfur and also to raise money for the Afri¬ 
can Union Peacekeepers,” said Luft. 
To raise campus awareness, the DAC plans 
to hand out informational flyers, request do¬ 
nations, hold film screenings about the geno¬ 
cide in Darfur, sell t-shirts, bumper stickers and 
bracelets that support the end of the genocide, 
bring speakers to campus and write letters to 
Congress pushing for The Darfur Peace and 
Accountability Act of 2005. All funds raised 
through these events will be given directly to 
the African Union Peacekeepers. 
The crisis in Darfur began after two local 
groups, the Justice and Equality Movement 
(JEM) and the Sudanese Liberation Army (SLA) 
rebelled against the Sudanese government, ac¬ 
cusing leaders of favoring Arabs and suppress¬ 
ing non-Arab peoples. The government, in re¬ 
sponse to the rebellion, created Janjaweed, an 
armed militia group of Arab fighters who have 
been accused of ethnic cleansing throughout 
the region. 
Former U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell 
officially labeled the ethnic cleansing genocide 
on Sept. 9, 2004. The violence in the region is 
continues to intensify, and the number of civil¬ 
ian deaths has nearly doubled in the past few 
months. 
“I can’t imagine anything more worthy of 
contributing time and energy to than helping 
to stop a genocide. My grandparents are Holo¬ 
caust survivors, but almost all of their siblings, 
See DARFUR, page 6 
Climate 
For the first time, the four focus groups met 
together earlier today in Chase Hall Lounge to 
discuss their plan of action. The focus groups 
are comprised of faculty members, staff and 
some students who responded to a prelimi¬ 
nary recruitment campaign earlier this fall and 
volunteered to help with the project. Tobin 
emphasizes that the success of the project is 
dependent on active participation of as many 
members of the Bates community as possible, 
and any member of the college is encouraged 
to join the focus groups in future meetings. 
“Finding ways to improve campus climate 
is a responsibility that belongs to all of us,” To¬ 
bin maintained. The bulk of the work on the 
campus climate project will take place this se¬ 
mester and during short term, but Tobin fore¬ 
sees the project as continuing into the future. 
Although Tobin herself is leaving Bates at the 
end of this academic year to pursue opportuni¬ 
ties elsewhere, her hope is that the Bates com¬ 
munity will continue to evaluate and improve 
its campus climate to enhance student life for 
all students and attract a more diverse student 
body. 
“There isn’t anything else we are doing 
right now that is more important than this,” 
Tobin said. Anyone who has questions or is 
interested in getting involved in the dampus 
Climate Project should email Liz Tobin at eto- 
bin@bates.edu. 
Commons Health 
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McDuffee Verdict 
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after his graduation from the College in May, 
2002. He was engaged to be married to fel¬ 
low Bates student Suzanna Andrews and was 
heading to graduate school. According to an 
article in the Portland Press Herald, Andrews 
said that since the day of McDuffee’s murder, 
“every aspect of my life has changed.” 
Witnesses of the crime scene claim that 
Thongsavanh’s motives for McDuffee’s mur¬ 
der were due to the fact that he was “drunk, 
bored and looking for a fight.” (Portland 
Press Herald) Thongsavanh’s lawyer, David 
Van Dyke, found that in an “accidental” cir¬ 
cumstance such as this one, “unplanned kill¬ 
ing in a street fight calls for a sentence near 
the minimum of 25 years.” (Portland Press 
Herald) Van Dyke, therefore, has plans to 
possibly appeal the decision for a third time 
on the basis that the court gave Thongsavanh 
additional time since he killed a promising 
young student who attended a prestigious 
university. Thongsavanh, on the other hand, 
was a 19 year-old unemployed father who 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5 
cousins, parents, grandparents and other rela¬ 
tives were murdered during the Second World 
War. I know I would consider myself both a 
hypocrite and a failure if I didn’t take action 
toward stopping the present genocide in Dar¬ 
fur,” said Luft. 
Luff’s belief in the power of the individual 
is at the heart of her work with the coalition. 
“Our goal is to show students that it is possible 
for the average person to help stop genocide, 
had various tattoos marked on his body. In 
Van Dyke’s opinion, these outward, external 
differences between the two men accounted 
for Thongsavanh’s strict punishment. 
Despite Van Dyke’s claims, Supreme 
Court Justice Ellen Gorman, who handled 
the case, stated, “I have not lost sight of Mr. 
Thongsavanh’s humanity, or lost perspective 
on the case. I do not see him as a collec¬ 
tion of tattoos or an uneducated member of 
my community. I do see him as someone 
who poses a danger to my community and 
state.” (Portland Press Herald) In fact, since 
Thongsavanh’s first conviction in 2003, he 
has been accused of assisting in the assault 
of an inmate in the Maine State Prison that 
resulted in a wound worthy of 60 stitches. 
In response to his son’s case, dining 
service Bates employee Thoune Thongsa¬ 
vanh, who continues to work at Bates, told 
the Portland Press Herald that Brandon was 
“in the wrong place at the wrong time and 
unfortunately, hanging out with the wrong 
crowd.” 
and that we can make a real difference in con¬ 
tributing to peace in the Sudan,” said Luft. 
Because Luft will be graduating this spring, 
she has enlisted the help of first-year Anne Shel¬ 
don to continue the work of the DAC. Sheldon 
is a member of the organization Facing History 
and Ourselves and is knowledgable about the 
events in Darfur. 
For more information on DAC contact Aliza 
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of funds. Annually, Bates spends $1 mil¬ 
lion on basic facility improvements (roofs, 
paint, repairs, plumbing) when it should 
be closer to $6 million. 
There is a drastic difference between 
the Bates endowment compared with 
Middlebury, Bowdoin and Colby’s endow¬ 
ments. From 1991 to 2003, the Bates en¬ 
dowment grew 131 percent compared to 
Middlebury’s 156 percent growth, Bow- 
doin’s 180 percent and Colby’s 353 per¬ 
cent. The Bates endowment is currently 
$186 million compared to Middlebury’s 
$703 million, Bowdoin’s $514 million and 
Colby’s $357 million. 
Currently, the Bates endowment is 
handled by 20 different managers includ¬ 
ing Goldman Sachs and Axiom. In an ef¬ 
fort to increase the numbers, many people 
involved in the process have suggested 
the hiring and/or firing of particular mon¬ 
ey managers to forge a new path. One 
subcommittee, chaired by David Foster 
’77, believes that Bates should hire advi¬ 
sors that adhere to “ethical and reputable” 
business behavior. Foster and the sub¬ 
committee define the ethical dimensions 
of Bates' investments. 
With Bates’ massive new campaign to 
raise at least $120 million, some question 
whether the College should be investing 
in riskier, higher-yield investments. Chair 
Greenfield responded, “An endowment is 
not a speculative vehicle. Endowment in¬ 
vesting is conservative and with Bates it’s 
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lages to rule. As a result, Peruvian local leaders 
felt little connection to the central government, 
while Chilean governors relied on the central 
government for their pay and support. 
According to Soifefis research, the discon¬ 
nection between local leaders and the central 
government in Peru resulted in the develop¬ 
ment of a severely impaired public education 
program. While public education in Chile was 
precisely monitored by rulers in the capital of 
Santiago, Peruvian leaders relied on self-report 
from local teachers to regulate public educa¬ 
tion. The lack of a cohesive education moni¬ 
toring system in Peru resulted in a disjointed 
school system that was only effective in urban 
areas. According to Soifer, local officials in 
Peru misused federal funds that were allocated 
for education and neglected the maintenance; 
of public schools. 
Soifer related that both Chile and Peru re¬ 
duced expansion in the 20th century when 
swelling labor movements began to draw the 
governments’ attention away from develop¬ 
ment. The neglect suffered by the Peruvian 
school system had established an insufficient 
foundation for continuance of growth; while 
the Chilean schools maintained themselves 
through the 1900s, the Peruvian schools dwin¬ 
dled. According to Soifer, this lack of education 
“affected democracy, domestic conflict, imple¬ 
mentation of economic reforms and many other 
aspects of politics.” The next three candidates 
are scheduled to give presentations this week 
and next week. 
Darfur Coalition 
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Wachnicki Hopes Viewers Find Personal Meaning 
Annie Wachnicki explores indidvidual differences among repeated images in a detail from one of her recent prints. 
ANNIE WACHNICKI/ COURTESY PHOTO 
BEN LEBEAUX 
MANAGING ARTS EDITOR 
When I first try and speak with her, I find 
her sitting on her bedroom floor, listening to 
whining string music cry out of her speakers. 
Spread around her lay maps printed on com- 
puter paper and cardboard rectangles. While 
we continue to chat, she remains seated as 
she taps into those cardboard scraps with an 
eight inch toy hammer dyed blue at the head 
and handle. She has just seen an “amazing” 
speaker, one who has sent her into a “mini¬ 
crisis.” She believes that the lecturer’s exhibit, 
replete with “fully realized ideas” has exposed 
her own under-developed concepts. What 
ideas she does have now only exist as “seeds 
on a wall,” pinned up in her Olin studio. She 
nervously taps small nails through the paper 
and into the cardboard with her toy hammer. 
We both agree that now is not the best time to 
talk. 
The next day, I accompany Annie Wach- 
RACHEL GARBOWSKI 
ARTS STAFF WRITER 
The Filmboard, a group of approxi¬ 
mately twelve active members on campus, 
bring almost newly released movies to Bates 
every weekend for only a dollar. So that’s 
what you already know about Filmboard. 
What you don’t know is the process behind 
choosing various movies. In an interview 
with Kyle Easton ‘06, head of the Filmboard, 
we were able to get a behind-the-scenes 
look at a club that has one of the strongest 
presences on campus, especially for those 
who love movies. 
The Filmboard experiences its fair 
amount of disagreements on what selec¬ 
tions they choose to show at Bates. Easton 
says that while things “don’t tend to get too 
heated...I can guarantee you that no one is 
completely happy with every film selected.” 
Each group member has at least one movie 
that they feel strongly about being on the 
list, and the group works together to make 
sure those movies get on the schedule. Yet 
the group takes more into consideration 
than its own interests. The group also con¬ 
siders which movies will draw in the most 
people. This can be difficult, says Easton, 
nicki ’06 as she runs errands, searching Lewis¬ 
ton for cornbread, contact paper and linoleum. 
Becoming increasingly car-sick as I try to write 
down what she says, Wachnicki discusses art, 
her medium, her project, the philosophy be¬ 
hind it and what she’s trying to accomplish. 
The Norwalk, Conn, resident and Fine Art 
and Visual Culture major has “no answer” as to 
what got her into art in the first place. She has 
always been involved in it and has even been 
raised amongst it: her father works as a Po¬ 
lice Sketch Artist and her grandfather worked 
as an art restorer at the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art. “Fie did a little bit of everything,” she 
says. 
Wachnicki always expected to become 
an art major, but decided to try other fields 
of study before finalizing her decision. On 
returning to art she found that she was not 
only more confident that she had made the 
right decision, but also that her liberal arts 
education had given her more to draw on and 
develop her art with. “The more you under- 
but he states, “We’ve had some success with 
documentaries over the last few years, but 
that is partially because we’ve seen the high¬ 
est-grossing documentaries ever made come 
out over the period.” This included Michael 
Moore’s “Bowling for Columbine,” appeal¬ 
ing to Bates’ largely liberal student body, as 
well as more recently, “March of the Pen¬ 
guins.” Not surprisingly, comedies always 
tend to be big hits as well, especially with 
recently-played movies “Wedding Crashers,” 
“The 40-Year Old Virgin,” and Pixar movies. 
Yet, Easton states, “It’s largely hit or miss.” 
The Filmboard does not always play to 
large crowds with blockbuster hits, as shown 
with their most recent film “Three...Ex¬ 
tremes.” Screened last Wednesday night, this 
collection of Asian horror movies played to a 
much smaller, and afterward, very disturbed, 
crowd. Easton discusses the Filmboard’s 
expectations regarding “Three...Extremes” 
saying, “We knew that it wasn’t exactly go¬ 
ing to clean up simply because they are very 
disturbing, very bizarre stories, but we also 
knew that there would be a certain group of 
people on campus who would respond very 
positively to their being shown.” All three 
films left nothing to the imagination in terms 
of blood and guts, while also playing out 
stand what you’re working at, the more you 
can bring to it,” she says. Wachnicki goes on 
to compliment the “holistic education” she’s 
received via her major: learning both art prac¬ 
tice and art history she jokes that she’ll now 
be able to use her educational background to 
“impress people at cocktail parties." 
While she may be a hit at future social 
gatherings, even now Wachnicki works to de¬ 
velop her thesis and make an immediate im¬ 
pact. She explains the process as twofold, say¬ 
ing that she spent the first semester exploring 
interesting objects and will now try to invest in 
and develop those ideas. Choosing print-mak¬ 
ing as her medium and using photoshopped 
maps from Google Earth, Wachnicki hopes to 
explore peoples’ sense of place, how people 
“move through space” and how they “affect 
their environment and how their environment 
affects them.” 
She finds print-making a medium where 
she can “have her cake and eat it too.” Print¬ 
making allows her to make an image from a 
morbidly unsettling story lines. 
While Bates students only have to pay 
a dollar to see these movies, the Filmboard 
does not get the rights to these movies at 
a low cost. Easton states, “We have to pay 
upwards of $500 for the rights to screen 
each movie, so it’s quite a bit more expen¬ 
sive than your average rental.” While the 
cost is high, the popularity of these movies 
prove that there is no sign the Filmboard 
will disappear anytime soon, although there 
may be some changes in the schedule. Since 
the dates that companies give to the Film- 
board are largely tentative, they are liable to 
change on very short notice. Yet oftentimes, 
this does not stop them from playing. Easton 
states, “When that happens, we often try to 
fill the slot with a movie we had planned 
on showing later, pushing the unavailable 
movie back to a date when it will hopefully 
become available." Sometimes, the compa¬ 
ny will offer a number of substitute films as 
well. 
Easton has experienced few difficulties 
in his work with the Filmboard saying, “It 
has always been a very pleasurable experi¬ 
ence, and being a movie buff, it is a lot of 
_ See FILMBOARD, page 9 
print and keep both the print and the origi¬ 
nal image. This process enables her to trace 
the history of a project, and by observing that 
“record” she has become “interested in how 
little changes [in the repeated images] alter 
their meanings.” Moreover, the individual 
differences between those repeated images, 
those small and unique ‘imperfections’ make 
the piece “more relatable, more personable” 
to the viewer when they can see the presence 
“of human touch.” 
Wachnicki first started print-making sim¬ 
ply to explore the medium: “It was something 
I hadn’t done before, and I just loved it.” She 
has continued working with this form because 
“it’s not something you can do outside an in¬ 
stitution,” and lauds Bates’ own print-making 
facilities. 
She continues to discuss the college’s im¬ 
mediate artistic resources. Aside from the 
“space, resources and undivided attention” she 
See WACHNICKI, page 9 
A Cappella Kicks 
off Annual Winter 
Carnival 
LOUIS DENNIG 
ARTS LAYOUT EDITOR 
As the temperature drops to seemingly 
uninhabitablte degrees, as the cacophonous 
sound of ice being scraped off car windshields 
begins and as the pathways of Bates are no 
longer walked but skated, students will not be 
hiding in the confines of their rooms, they will 
be out in frill force for Winter Carnival has ar¬ 
rived. 
Tonight at 10:30 p.m. in Olin Arts Center 
all four of Bates’ A Cappella groups, the Cross¬ 
tones, Deansmen, Merimanders and Manic 
Optimists, will start the Winter Carnival off 
singing. Refreshments, including hot drinks, 
will be available during the intermission. 
Wednesday, Jan. 18 dinner will be served 
in Commons as usual, with a jazz band play¬ 
ing in the main hall. Later that night popular 
comedian Bob Marley will warm up the Silo 
with laughs at 7 p.m. for faculty and staff and 
9 p.m. for students. 
See WINTER CARNIVAL, page 9 
Behind the Screens with the Filmboard 
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Theater Professor Paul Kuritz 
Reels Bates into Filmmaking 
RACHEL HILES 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
Paul Kuritz, a professor of theater at 
Bates, has set his sights on creating a film 
version of Mary Ward Brown’s short story 
“A New Life.” Kuritz, who has directed film 
elsewhere, will act as screenwriter, producer 
and director of the project. Aided by volun¬ 
teer actors and crewmembers from the Bates 
community, Kuritz will film a short screen 
adaptation of Brown’s narrative this Spring. 
The story, set in the rural south, explores 
the relationship between man and God dur¬ 
ing times of suffering and is enacted against 
the backdrop of the clash between the new 
and the old South. Brown, who has lived in 
Alabama all her life, focuses her narrative on 
Elizabeth, a young Southern widow whose 
grief leads her to seek support from a group 
of Christians. 
“The arc of the main character is always 
what captures an audience.” Kuritz says. 
“Elizabeth goes from being locked up emo¬ 
tionally to finding cathartic grief, enabling 
her to start her ‘new life.’ I am interested in 
Ms. Brown’s artful showing of how God may 
use what humans consider failure to accom¬ 
plish His will.” 
Seeking a short story that that could 
translate well to film Kuritz, says “A New 
Life” fits the bill. “I was looking for a story 
which could make a 20 minute narrative 
film. I came across ‘A New Life.’ It needed 
few locations, few lead actors, and could be 
set in Maine.” Kuritz was also aware of how 
the story might lend itself to the values of 
the Bates campus. “Bates prides itself on a 
commitment to helping others,” says Kuritz. 
“This story focuses on an attempt to help an¬ 
other. It encourages humility on the part of 
the helpers.” 
For Kuritz, who has taught at Bates since 
1978, this will be his first time directing Bates 
students in a film. While the qualities a direc¬ 
tor seeks in a stage actor are similar to those 
of a screen actor, Kuritz finds that the way in 
which these qualities are emphasized may 
differ from the stage to the screen. “In the 
theater the actor is the star,” he says. “In film 
the camera is the star. In theater rehearsal we 
seek something new and better each time. In 
film-making, repetition of acting choices is 
the goal.” 
In developing a screen version of “A 
New Life,” Kuritz will look to famed direc¬ 
tors Howard Hawks, John Ford, Frank Capra 
and Alfred Hitchcock for inspiration, citing 
them as “American directors who think story 
is more important than style.” 
For Bates students interested in film-mak¬ 
ing, Kuritz’s adaptation provides a unique 
opportunity to work on a small scale proj¬ 
ect and become familiar with the filmmak¬ 
ing process. After directing and producing “A 
New Life” Kuritz hopes to propose a course 
entitled “Acting and Directing for the Cam¬ 
era” which would allow him to work closely 
with Bates students who wish to learn more 
about filmmaking. 
In recent years Kuritz has directed one 
of the two annual productions put on by 
the Bates theater department including last 
semester’s “The Taming of the Shrew” and 
2004’s musical “Swingtime Canteen.” In ad¬ 
dition to working with the Bates theater 
department, Kuritz is the author of several 
books on theater including “Fundamental 
Acting: A Practical Guide” (1997), “The Mak¬ 
ing of Theatre History” (1987) and “Playing, 
An Introduction to Acting” (1982). 
Brit Schtick: From "The Office" to Your iPod 
JOHN ATCHLEY 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
The British possess a strong cultural 
predilection for many things: Empire, tradi¬ 
tion, anachronism, fine beers, bizarre rotaries 
and comedy. This last item, comedy, initially 
seems out-of-place, deviant, antithetical even 
to the strong undercurrent of convention that 
fixes Britain as a nation and social space. 
Nevertheless, British comedy enjoys inter¬ 
national renown, its comedic institutions mi¬ 
grating frequently and successfully to foreign 
markets. In the United States, Monty Python, 
“Absolutely Fabulous,” and Benny Hill all ex¬ 
ist side-by-side with our own collection of 
comedic icons from “Seinfeld” to “The Simp¬ 
sons." 
The most recent comedic emigre from 
Britain is Ricky Gervais. Emigre perhaps fails 
as a word here as he still lives in Britain, 
but nevertheless, his craft is known, even re¬ 
vered, here in the US. His hit BBC comedy 
series “The Office,” which debuted in Britain 
in 2001, has since become a cult sensation in 
America, many viewers finding Gervais’ boss 
character (he also wrote and directed the 
show with friend Stephen Merchant) either 
unbearably funny or intolerably awkward. 
Nevertheless, most repeat viewers unques- 
tioningly propose that “The Office,” with its 
documentary style filming and absent laugh 
track, is the best sitcom ever made. 
With this burgeoning chorus of acclaim, 
Gervais returned to the United States en force 
this year, debuting three shows on American 
television: a remake of “The Office,” bear¬ 
ing the original name starring Steve Carrell 
on NBC, “Extras,” which he also co-wrote 
with Steve Merchant on both HBO and BBC, 
and “Kelsey Grammer Presents: The Sketch 
Show,” which enjoyed a brief, run on Fox 
in early 2005. In addition, Gervais wrote an 
episode of “The Simpsons” which will debut 
later this year, also on Fox. 
While all of these creations bear Gervais 
and Merchant’s signature humor, (awkward 
pauses, acerbic wit and a discomforting pre¬ 
sentation of ego), the duo’s funniest endeav¬ 
or since BBC’s “The Office” is most certainly 
their weekly radio show, downloadable as 
a podcast via The Guardian Online (guard- 
ian.co.uk). Both Gervais and Merchant be¬ 
gan their careers in radio, working as hosts 
on London’s XFM station prior to the success 
of “The Office.” This current undertaking 
returns the two to their original medium of 
choice. 
As with past shows, the Guardian incar¬ 
nation, a series of 12 podcasts, now halfway 




New iPods let users download TV show 
podcasts, such as Ricky Gervais’ "The 
Office." 
around dullard Karl Pilkington (and his oddly 
shaped head) as the locus of all jokes. Most 
episodes feature Merchant and Gervais prod¬ 
ding Pilkington into conversation, laughing 
maniacally at his unintentional humor, and 
then ridiculing him for the sheer stupidity of 
his thought, or, most often, the odd shape of 
his head. In a recent episode, Gervais had 
this to say of Pilkington’s head: “It’s perfectly 
round, your head - it’s a perfectly spherical 
head. Your face is slightly too big for it. It 
almost goes over the sides. Perfectly round 
head. Pug little nose. Funny gimp eyes with 
no expression. Hang dog look. A little mouth 
like a litde lamprey. Not formed, not hu¬ 
man formed. The way your expression is, it’s 
like you’ve had a lobotomy. Your head goes 
weird at the back, its got like a little knot at 
back. Its really strange your face. And you’re 
stupid.” 
For some, this brand of humor may seem 
a bit mean spirited, perhaps even a bit of¬ 
fensive at times, (particularly to those for 
whom these cranial descriptions resonate a 
little too forcefully), and indeed it can be, 
but most often, Gervais, Merchant and Pilk¬ 
ington succeed in riotously funny exchanges 
that leave their listeners and indeed the three 
hosts themselves doubled over in laughter. 
(Well, except for Karl. He rarely laughs at 
anything.) The episodes thus far have cov¬ 
ered, a broad range of topics: why remote 
Papua New Guinean tribes don’t just buy 
a television, how impregnating the elderly 
might solve the world population crisis, hi¬ 
larious analyses of bizarre news stories in the 
UK and abroad and an immense amount of 
Monkey News, the one reoccurring bit intro¬ 
duced each week by a jingle Gervais himself 
sings live. 
By the airing of the fourth episode, “The 
Ricky Gervais Show,” (the official podcast 
title), occupied the top spot internationally 
for all podcasts, with the show receiving fan 
mail and questions for Pilkington from all 
over the world. Pilkington especially seems 
to garner intrigue and has developed a bit 
of a cult following. Rickygervais.com, Ger- 
vais’s official website, now features a brief, 
disjointed biography of Pilkington, and even 
Wikipedia bears an entry for this new icon of 
unmeaning comedy. 
If only to witness a performance by Pilk¬ 
ington, any student with access to a comput¬ 
er and a mild proclivity towards things that 
are funny should endeavor to tune in. New 
episodes of The Ricky Gervais Show are 
available each Monday on guardian.co.uk. 
Past episodes are archived and available for 




Part One in a Series 
ADAM ROUX 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
I despise VH1 for several specific rea¬ 
sons. This is a “music television” station, 
mind you, that (according to today’s sched¬ 
ule) only plays artists’ videos from 5 a.m. to 
10 a.m.. I’m sorry, but if I’m waking up at 
5 a.m. to begin with, the last thing I’d want 
to do is suffer through the latest Grammy- 
nominated crap from Mariah Carey or U2. 
Through the rest of the day, VH1 offers a 
barrage of poindess specials (because the 
world truly needs an hour on “Celebrity 
Wives”), two reality television shows (I don’t 
care that one involves Flavor Flav, it’s still 
awful) and one example of what is truly aw¬ 
ful about this station: The Top 40 Freakiest 
Concert Moments. 
This is a two hour special VH1 chose to 
air three times in one day. That’s proof that 
this station does not exist for people who 
are actually interested in music, but instead 
for folks who need to passively waste a half 
hour of their lives with an arbitrarily decided 
hierarchy of 80s hair bands. 
The point of all this? Well, I’d like to 
tell you about some of the more memorable 
rock albums of 2005. Just not in a list. 
Garage rock made a strong showing this 
year, with three good bands fielding albums. 
I’m especially fond of the Detroit Cobras, 
who released yet another gritty, catchy and 
inherently badass collection of 60s R & B 
covers. How badass? When the lead sing¬ 
er’s resume includes “stripper” and “butcher,” 
one ceases asking too many questions. That 
attitude helps make this album fun, exciting 
and energetic; though the songs are old, the 
sound is fresh. 
Also coming from Detroit, the High 
Strung’s sophomore release offers a great 
example of classic garage rock: upbeat, en¬ 
ergetic, loud and tongue-in cheek with little 
regard for production. Not hailing from 
anywhere near Michigan, the Kings of Leon, 
like a musical coelacanth, proved that good 
southern rock still exists (besides NASCAR 
fans the Drive-by Truckers). If you don’t 
know the story of these guys, you should: 
the four sons of a rural Baptist preacher, 
raised away from the evils of modem cul¬ 
ture, discover rock ‘n roll in their late teens. 
They learn to play instruments in new and 
interesting ways, and BAM, awesomeness 
ensues. 
Canadians invaded the OC-approved “in¬ 
die” scene for the second time in as many 
years when Wolf Parade released “Apolo¬ 
gies to the Queen Mary.” Were David Bowie 
dead he would probably return in zombie 
form to do a live set with these guys. In¬ 
stead, Bowie chose to remain living and 
make “surprise” guest appearances with the 
other much-hyped Montreal group, the Ar¬ 
cade Fire. Wolf Parade’s willingness to take 
stylistic risks that the Arcade Fire won’t take 
endears me more to the former, but that ad¬ 
mittedly cuts down on the approachability of 
the music. Previous sentence summarized: 
both albums, though different, are good. 
Another heavy-hitter was Clap Your 
Hands Say Yeah’s self-titled album. Besides 
the cheery and beat-heavy gloriousness of 
this band, they’re also pretty memorable for 
the manner in which they became popular. 
Clap Your Hands grew overnight from an 
obscure Brooklyn group to indie darlings af¬ 
ter receiving an incredible 9 out of 10 from 
online magazine Pitchfork Media. They defi¬ 
nitely deserved it, as anybody who’s heard 
See ROCK, page 9 
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New Modern Exhibit 
Will "Activate" 
Artistic Engagement 
BROOKE ANABLE/ COURTESY PHOTO 
The six of '06: Bates' Senior Arts majors clock-wise from top left: Molly Stoddard, An¬ 
nie Wachnicki, Brooke Anable, Sarah Judice, Lindsay Allsop and Emily Fisken. 
EMILY RAND 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
Following Robert Indiana’s modern 
“Hartley Elegies” exhibition at the Bates Col¬ 
lege Museum of Art, an innovative new ex¬ 
hibit is slated to open on Thursday Jan. 19 
at 7 p.m. entitled “Activator.” The collection 
contains new installation pieces from artists 
Nate Aldrich and Zach Poff, Astrid Bowlby, 
Amy Stacey Curtis, Eric Hongisto, Nicola 
Lopez, and Jason Rogenes. Featuring the 
work of these seven diverse and talented 
artists, Activator “investigates the unique 
ability of installation art to redefine the rela¬ 
tionship between architecture, artwork, and 
the viewer.” (Bates College Museum of Art 
press release) 
The title of the collection derives from 
the fact that “Activator” is comprised of six 
different installations with which viewers 
can physically interact. As an artistic style, 
installation art takes into account the aes¬ 
thetic proportions surrounding the art and 
the views relationship to the gallery space.. 
As an installation piece “Activator” makes 
use of the unusual physical attributes of the 
gallery such as the stairwell, lobby and ceil¬ 
ing in ways that many previous exhibitions 
at the College have not. The six installments 
all work independently of one another but 
are connected by their sound, energy and 
color. The participating artists drew inspi¬ 
ration from 1960’s performance artist Allan 
Kaprow whose pieces such as “Environ¬ 
ments” encouraged the viewer to participate 
in his art. Other inspirations include Russian 
Constructionists El Lissitzky and Vladimir 
Taltin who diverged from the 2-D constraints 
of the wall and made use of other surfaces 
in the early nineteenth century. Two of the 
contributing artists, Jason Rogenes and Amy 
Stacey Curtis, will be giving gallery talks at 
7 p.m. at the College Museum of Art on Jan. 
18 and Feb. 2, respectively. 
In addition to the “Activator” exhibition 
opening, an ongoing exhibition entitled “Off 
the Coast: A Landscape Chronology” is also 
currently on display in the collections gallery 
through May 30. Featuring work by George 
Inness, DD Coombs and Marsden Hartley 
through contemporary artists Elke Mor¬ 
ris, Gary Green and Ellen Lesperance, Off 
the Coast examines and reinvents the depic¬ 
tion of Maine and New England in contem¬ 
porary art. 
Three large works on by Keith Tyson 
are also on display in the College Museum’s 
Seminar Gallery. Winner of the 2002 Turner 
Prize for contemporary British art, Tyson’s 
art concerns itself with science and the “sci¬ 
entific paradigm.” The three works are on 
loan to the College Museum of Art from the 
Ovitz Family Collection. 
All are encouraged to attend the “Acti¬ 
vator” exhibition opening on Thursday Jan. 
19 at 7 pm. in the Bates College Museum 
of Art. 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7 
receives from her professors, Wachnicki em¬ 
phasizes the school’s museum. “It’s amazing,” 
she says, and while worried about sounding 
“preachy,” she says that “people need to take 
more advantage of the museum. You can get 
things out of art even if you’re not an art ma¬ 
jor,” she says, comparing it to her own artistic 
enrichment through her study of anthropol¬ 
ogy. 
Wachnicki has every intention of continu¬ 
ing to produce art after Bates. Having recently 
taught local grade-school children the process 
of print-making, Wachnicki now more than 
ever considers teaching a “cool way to support 
myself while doing something I care about.” 
Wachnicki does not have an agenda she’s 
trying to complete with her thesis. “I don’t 
want to make statements,” she explains. Such 
didacticism would not be consistent with her 
artistic philosophy. Instead, Wachnicki means 
to invite her viewers to investigate the ques¬ 
tions which she presents, to have them think 
about art alongside her. “I want to explore, I 
want to pose questions," she says of her proj¬ 
ect. Such openness, such intentional refusal 
to dictate experience or perception, leaves a 
gap of meaning for her viewers to fill in them¬ 
selves. Wachnicki leads her spectators to that 
fissure so that they too may discover just how 







Looking to study abroad in English? 
Don't follow the crowd to England or Australia. 
Study abroad in English with The Swedish Program 
at Stockholm University! 
l@swedishprogram.org (315) 737-0123 www.swedishprogram.org 
Bedfellows, Pirates 
to Raid Winter 
Carnival 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7 
The laughs will continue on Thursday 
night with a Strange Bedfellows show at 10 
RM. in the Silo. Commons will serve a theme 
dinner on Thursday with dessert to be enjoyed 
in the Gray Cage during Family Fun Inflatables 
Night, which will feature the obstacle course 
racing inflatable, sumo wrestling suits, and 
much more fun and games. 
Friday night the Chase Hall Committee will 
sponsor the Pirate Theme Dance in the silo 
from 10 pm. until 2 am., eye patch not re¬ 
quired for admission, but suggested. During 
the dance, Commons will be serving a “Moon¬ 
light Breakfast” from 11 p.m. until 1:30 A.M., 
eye patch is once again optional. 
Filmboard to 
Screen "Goblet," 
"Rent" and "Pride" 
CONTINUED ROM PAGE 7 
fun to be able to have a say in which films 
the school will or will not show.” If this 
sounds like a club you would like to be a 
part of, the Filmboard is always looking for 
students who love movies and want to help 
decide which films will come to campus, 
as well as help screen them. Contact Kyle 
Easton at keaston@bates.edu, or Jim Maldo- 
nis at jmaldoni@bates.edu for more informa¬ 
tion. Next weekend, “A History of Violence” 
is scheduled to play in Olin room 104, as 
usual. Upcoming movies include "Wallace 
and Gromit: The Curse of the Were-Rab- 
bit," "Rent," "Harry Potter and the Goblet of 
Fire," "Pride and Prejudice," "Walk the Line" 
and "Brokeback Mountain." 
’05: Indie Lives Again 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8 
their danceable yet quirky album will ada¬ 
mantly tell you. 
One album I’m surprised isn’t getting 
a lot of press comes to us from Missouri: 
Someone Still Loves You Boris Yeltsin’s de¬ 
but album “Broom.” I found this little gem 
tucked away in the new rack of WRBC a few 
months ago, and the band delivers music 
as good as their name. It’s traditional in¬ 
die-rock in the vein of Beulah, the Shins, or 
the Pavement, and these guys do the “bitter¬ 
sweet” thing very well. Each forlorn track is 
well-arranged, focusing on simple little tunes 
with plenty of 1,..Sample “House Fire,” 
“Pangea,” or especially “Anne Elephant” off 
the band’s website or iTunes and you’ll hear 
what I mean. 
While we’re on the subject of sad-bas¬ 
tard music, Okkervil River released anoth¬ 
er great album this year. Where Someone 
Still Loves You embraced the subtleness of 
folksy indie rock, Okkervil River took alt- 
country and beat the crap out of it. Their 
newest album, “Black Sheep Boy,” is a study 
in schizophrenia, alternating between sad 
little acoustic tunes and epics of aggressive 
frustration. Take the first two tracks as an 
example: “Black Sheep Boy” features mere 
crooning over some quiet guitar picking, but 
“For Real” is one of those songs where you 
can’t decide whether to punch the walls or 
turn off all the lights and ay. j on imow, um, 
in a good way. 
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Student Staff Writers Play NFL Armchair Quarterback 
NFC: Seahawks Poised to Take Flight AFC: Upsets, Bad Calls and Mayhem 
MAC KINC 
STAFF WRITER 
6:30 p.m. Eastern Standard Time, Sun¬ 
day, Jan. 22, year of our Lord 2006, the NFC 
Championship. Perhaps embodying one of the 
weaker conferences in recent NFL history, the 
2005-2006 National Football Conference posted 
a net record of 126-130 and a net winning per¬ 
centage of .492. With AFC front page teams like 
Indianapolis and New England receiving the 
majority of the media coverage, placing them¬ 
selves and their collective images behind cover 
boys like Peyton Manning and Tom Brady, the 
NFC and its teams seem to have dipped be¬ 
low the radar. Yet whilst Belichick’s Patriots and 
Dungy’s Colts have packed their bags and gone 
home to their families, one would be wise to 
shed some attention towards the NFC Champi¬ 
onship game, for it may yield the 40th Super¬ 
bowl Champion. 
Now in order to accurately preview Sun¬ 
day’s bout, we must first take a closer look at 
our contenders. 
The Seattle Seahawks: Tucked away in 
the comer of the nation, surrounded by lush 
evergreens and bathed in over 40 inches of 
rainfall per year, the Squawks boast the best 
record in the NFC and the number-one seed. 
These Pacific Northwestern warriors, who have 
experienced a 22-year drought without a play¬ 
off victory, have never before made an NFC 
Championship appearance and have shown a 
choke artist’s ability to mess up a good thing in 
the postseason. But these aren’t your father’s 
Seahawks. Labeled as an underachieving team 
for the past four seasons, the Squawks seemed 
to have finally put things together in their 
2005-2006 campaign. Boasting the most potent 
offense in the NFL behind double threat pro¬ 
bowler Matt Hasselbeck and league MVP Shaun 
Alexander, leading the league in red zone per¬ 
centage, yards per game, rushing touchdowns 
and lack of third down appearances, the Se¬ 
ahawks can put lights on the scoreboard in a 
hurry. On the defensive side of the ball, led 
by rookie Lofa Tatapu, the Seahawks led the 
league in sacks with 50, and boast an under¬ 
achieving secondary which can make a quar¬ 
terback pay for his mistakes. One should also 
note that the Seahawks play at home Sunday 
and enjoy a 17-1 home record in their last eigh¬ 
teen games. 
The Carolina Panthers: Since losing nar¬ 
rowly to the Patriots in Superbowl XXXVIII, 
the Panthers have embodied a perennial NFC 
contender. Behind the leadership of Jake Del- 
homme (5-1 in the postseason), NFL comeback 
player of the year Steve Smith and a terrifying 
defense led by Julius Peppers, the 2005-2006 
Panthers have quietly stalked their way into 
the conference championship after narrowly 
squeaking into the playoffs with the fifth seed. 
After shutting out the Giants 23-0 in the Mead- 
owlands and upsetting the Bears 29-21 on the 
road at Soldier Field, the Panthers have ac¬ 
quired the title of road warriors. 
Despite their proven ability to win on the 
road, however, the Panthers have yet to ex¬ 
perience anything like the confines of Qwest 
field. Before kickoff of every home game the 
Seahawk faithful raise a blue flag with a white 
twelve on it to signify the twelfth man (the 
crowd). Bar-none the loudest stadium in the 
NFL, during their sloppily-played victory over 
the Redskins this past Saturday, the crowd noise 
rested soundly between 100 and 105 decibels. 
The Seahawks led the league in opponent false 
starts at home. In addition to the hordes 70,000 
of Squawk supporters, it has rained 29 days in 
a row in Seattle as of Monday and the forecast 
calls for rain until the end of the week. Jake 
Delhomme should log some practice time with 
a wet ball. 
All home field advantages aside, if the 
Panthers want to beat the Seahawks they will 
need to establish the run early and get the ball 
in Steve Smith’s hands. Smith has played con¬ 
sistently all season and posted big numbers 
against the Bears in the divisional playoff. Yet 
with Deshaun Foster out with a broken ankle 
and Nick Goings slated to handle the major¬ 
ity of the carries for the Panthers, the speed of 
the Seattle defense may take their feline foes 
by storm. With the nin game neutralized and 
the game on the risk taking, gun slinging, of 
Delhomme shoulders, the Squawks secondary 
has the potential to make some big plays in wet 
conditions. 
Conversely, the Seahawks need to protect 
Matt Hasselbeck. Julius Peppers, who is cur¬ 
rently questionable for Sunday’s contest, and 
the rest of the Carolina defensive line, can get 
to a quarterback in a hurry. Hasselbeck has ma¬ 
tured significantly since his “We want the ball 
and we’re going to win” fiasco two years ago 
against Green Bay, and with Mike Holmgren 
calling the plays and Shaun Alexander healthy 
enough to start, the Seahawks have the poten¬ 
tial to blow this one open. Yet if the Carolina D 
can get to Hass and shake his confidence, their 
defense can cause turnovers and take them to 
the house. 
I don’t believe this will happen, and I pick 
the Seahawks over the Panthers 31-13 in a 
blowout. You heard it here first. 
NATE PURINTON 
STAFF WRITER 
So of course, I am completely confounded 
by this weekend’s NFL playoff results. Where 
to start is the most difficult question. Let’s recap 
the results of this weekend in regards to the 
AFC, where the officiating proved absolutely 
pathetic. 
The Patriots handed the Broncos a win in 
Denver 27-13- The Pats committed five turn¬ 
overs, one caused by Bronco punter, Todd 
Sauerbrun. CBS commentator Phil Simms re¬ 
marked after the play that he had noticed more 
and more kickers causing fumbles on kickoffs. 
Is he serious? The incredible thing about this 
game was that the Patriots were still in the game 
despite their sloppy play. The Broncos con¬ 
firmed their ineptitude by keeping the Patriots 
in the game. The Broncos scored 24 of their 
27 points after Patriot turnovers. Those scor¬ 
ing drives amounted to a total of 21 yards, not 
counting yards accrued by Patriot penalties. 
When they finally did score, the officiat¬ 
ing played a large part. A critical 39-yard pass 
interference penalty against Patriot defensive 
back Asante Samuel set up the first Bronco 
touchdown as the ball was placed on the one- 
yard line after the call. I don’t know where to 
start with regard to this penalty. First, the ball 
was poorly thrown. Second, Samuel clearly had 
position on the receiver. And replays showed 
Ashley Lelie, the intended receiver on the play 
for the Broncos, holding Samuel’s arm, not the 
other way around. With the fact that the pen¬ 
alty flag was thrown at least three full seconds 
after the ball hit the ground, and called by the 
back linesman almost 20 yards from the play, 
the penalty is absolutely dumbfounding. 
Following a Patriot turnover, a 50-yard field 
goal by Bronco kicker Jason Elam cleared the 
crossbar by a foot moments later. Before the 
snap, a Bronco lineman flinched coming out of 
his stance, but somehow, eight officials missed 
the offside penalty. Ten points on terrible of¬ 
ficiating. I don’t mean to imply that the Pats 
deserved this game, but the Broncos would not 
have scored a point if those calls had gone the 
other way. 
Another play I just have to comment on 
was an interception by Champ Bailey that he 
subsequently returned one hundred yards be¬ 
fore being blindsided by Patriot tight end Ben 
Watson at the one yard line. His premature 
celebration down the sideline enabled him to 
be caught by Watson. His subsequent fumble 
almost gave the Pats the ball back on the twen¬ 
ty yard line, but replays proved inconclusive. 
It was a truly bone-headed play that mirrored 
Cowboy defensive lineman Leon Lett’s embar¬ 
rassing fumble on his way to a touchdown in 
Super Bowl XVII. The 330 pounder was run 
down by Bills receiver Don Beebe as he shim¬ 
mied his way towards the goalline. The hum¬ 
ble Bailey said after the game, “It was a great 
play by me.” Ahh, what a refreshing team first 
attitude from the overpaid comer. 
The ranting continues as we jump to the 
game between the Colts and Steelers. The 
Steelers won 21-18. The Colts played miser¬ 
ably and deserved to lose. To add some spice 
to the game though, the officials decided to ex¬ 
ert their undue influence in the fourth quarter. 
Needing one yard on fourth down, a Steelers 
offensive lineman jumped offsides, leading the 
Colts line to move as well. This play is com¬ 
mon, as it occurs about five to six times in ev¬ 
ery NFL game. For the first time in my long, 
intense relationship with professional football, 
I saw an officiating crew decide that no penalty 
had been committed following movement be¬ 
fore the snap! I can only tell you that this has 
NEVER HAPPENED IN THE NFL BEFORE! So 
they called a do-over and the Steelers picked 
up the crucial first down. 
Later in the fourth quarter, an interception 
by Steeler Troy Polamalu was overturned and 
ruled incomplete despite definitive evidence 
that he had in fact caught the ball. So, the Colts 
get the ball back and score a touchdown. This 
game was simply bizarre in that the officiating 
turned the game into a classic. 
In spite of the officiating, the Steelers were 
in a position to win the game, until running 
back Jerome Bettis fumbled on the Colt two 
yard line, giving the Colts one last chance with 
less than two minutes to play. Then, normally 
reliable Colt kicker Mike Vanderjagt missed a 
game-tying field goal to finally end the strange 
fourth quarter. 
What to make of all this, I am not quite 
sure. Predicting these playoffs is proving more 
difficult than I imagined. Sloppy play by well- 
coached and talented teams seems to be the 
standard in the playoffs thus far. Officials are 
making mystifying calls that have the heads of 
commentators and casual observers spinning. 
The AFC championship next week pits the 
Steelers against the Broncos in Denver. The 
Steel&rs will win because they are more dis¬ 
ciplined and will blitz much more often than 
the Patriots did Saturday night. Bronco QB 
Jake Plummer supplies the Steelers with two 
to three turnovers on his own. FINAL SCORE: 
31-14 Steelers. 
Wholey's Hot Hand, Stockwell's Post Play Carry Men's Basketball 
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rotating between guard and forward spots as 
the Bobcats adjusted to different lineups with 
the loss of their big man in the middle. Da¬ 
mon McGinn ’07 played 16 minutes helping 
fill the void, looking his strongest yet while 
coming off a year-long injury during his 
sophomore campaign. 
Scott Place ’09 chipped in ten points, 
shooting 3-4 from behind the arc, while Zak 
Ray ’07 dished a game-high nine assists to go 
along with his six points and four rebounds. 
A key to the game was the shooting per¬ 
formance of the Bobcats, and conversely their 
ability to stifle a Colby team focused around 
the three-point shot. Bates outshot Colby 45 
percent to 33 percent for the game, and 56 
percent to 33 percent in the second half. Col¬ 
by hoisted a whopping 30 three-point tries, 
hitting just nine, including only 3-16 in the 
second half. 
The second half was where Bates pulled 
away, as the defense adjusted to Colby’s of¬ 
fense of screens which induce defensive 
switches—where in the first half Bates de¬ 
fenders occasionally got lost or were late on 
their switches, they buckled down in the sec¬ 
ond half and kept tighter watch on the roam¬ 
ing Mule guards. 
“The key to the game and this weekend 
was our defense and rebounding,” said head 
coach Joe Reilly. “If we stay focused on these 
two areas we are going to have a great run 
the next few weeks.” 
Even with Chudomel out of the game, 
Bates dominated the boards, out-rebounding 
Colby 46-27 overall and 16-9 on the offensive 
glass. 
The win came on the heels of a 57-54 
win in Brunswick over the Polar Bears Friday 
night. Bates rode an 18-point lead early in 
the second half, but Bowdoin’s sharp-shoot¬ 
ing brought them back in the game in the 
final minutes when they were down just two 
with five seconds to go and guard Andrew 
Hippert at the foul line. Hippert’s intention¬ 
al miss was corralled by Mark Westhuis ’09, 
who played a career-high 20 minutes in the 
absence of Chudomel, who injured his ankle 
during the game, and the outcome was se¬ 
cured. Westhuis had eight points and eight 
rebounds in the game. 
“Mark was our MVP of the second half,” 
said Reilly. 
Westhuis’ contribution was magnified by 
the suffocating defense Bowdoin exhibited 
on Stockwell, who registered just five points 
and committed six turnovers in the contest. 
Also picking up the slack was guard Bry¬ 
an Wholey ’07, the only Bobcat in double¬ 
figures, who scored a game-high 21 points 
and hit 4-5 for three-pointers. Wholey is 
progressing with each game, further defining 
his importance within the Bobcat lineup in 
games when other players are off or stifled. 
Cahill chipped in nine points on 3-4 
shooting while Ray added six points and six 
assists. 
“Bowdoin was double-teaming Rob be¬ 
fore he touched the ball,” said Reilly. “And 
this allowed Cahill, Wholey, Halloran and 
Westhuis to have some openings and they 
delivered.” 
The wins set Bates atop the NESCAC 
standings, along with Williams, at 2-0. The 
Bobcats’ 11-2 overall record is not only a NE- 
SCAC-best, but puts the team within sight of 
20 wins, as eleven games remain in the regu¬ 
lar season, followed by the NESCAC tourna¬ 
ment and potentially the NCAA tournament. 
“It was a great weekend for us,” said 
Reilly. “It is the most intense and emotional 
weekend for us all season and the most dif¬ 
ficult weekend in all of NESCAC. No other 
team has to play their two biggest rivals 
back-to-back on the road in the span of 18 
hours.” 
In the immediate future, though, the team 
is concerned with a packed schedule—three 
games this week and seven in the next two 
weeks—and the injury concerns surrounding 
Chudomel. The 6’6” center was wearing a 
protective boot and was inactive for the Col¬ 
by game Saturday, though his return appears 
imminent. 
“We hope he will be back this weekend,” 
said Reilly. 
Until his return, the Bobcats will continue 
to be creative with lineups and matchups as 
they were against the Mules. Reilly inserted 
speedy guard John Lattimer ’07 into the start¬ 
ing lineup at point while Ray, Wholey and 
Cahill rotated in guard positions and Stock- 
well manned the middle. 
“With Chud out, I think playing time and 
starting lineups will change every game ac¬ 
cording to matchups and who is playing 
well,” said Reilly. “I will go by what I see in 
practice and during the games.” 
Slated for this week is a non-conference 
battle with St. Joseph’s tonight at 7 p.m., with 
weekend matchups against Middlebury Fri¬ 
day night at 7 p.m. and Williams Saturday af¬ 
ternoon at 3 p.m., all in Alumni Gymnasium. 
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Swimmers Come Out on Top against Babson 
JEN MCINNIS 
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR 
Last Saturday, swimming and diving 
traveled to Wellesley, Mass, to face Babson 
in what was an anticipated close meet for 
the men’s team. Following a tough loss to 
Middlebury on Jan. 8, the team managed to 
beat the Beavers, boosting their current re¬ 
cord 4-3- 
Babson started the race off strong, win¬ 
ning the first four of the six races, but the 
tables were turned with Dan Perry’s ’08 
dominating the diving board, scoring both 
first place and sixty points on the one-meter 
board and tallying fifty more points on the 
three-meter board. After Perry’s impressive 
performance, the men’s team turned the rest 
of the meet around, extending their 14 point 
lead to a 40 point lead bringing the final 
score to 129-89- 
"We needed a close, fast meet to help get 
us in the right mind-set for NESCACs and to 
justify all the hard work we’ve been putting 
in. And we got it,” noted co-captain Fisher 
Qua ’06. 
Chris Berry ’09 especially added to the 
fast meet by clocking his personal-best time 
of 56.30 seconds in the 100 Backstroke. Oth¬ 
er notable feats for that day included David 
Scott's ’08 acquisition of both third place 
in the 100 Breaststroke and fourth in the 
100 Freestyle following a tough and pain¬ 
ful shoulder injury. John Bauer ’06 also con¬ 
tributed a great deal to the men’s victory by 
winning the 100 Freestyle, placing second in 
the 50 Free and winning the final race, the 
200 Free Relay. 
“I think that pretty much everyone was 
Men's Hockey Rallies in Rhode 
Island to Stay Unbeaten 
MAC KING 
STAFF WRITER 
Men’s hockey remained on a roll this 
past weekend, defeating Rhode Island 
4-3 to keep its undefeated streak intact, 
and draw comparisons between Bobcat 
Hockey and warm butter. Eric Hood ’08 
got things started for the garnet men with 
a bone-jarring open ice hit, laying out a 
Rhode Island skater like an Inuit beach¬ 
ing a sperm whale upon the cool rounded 
stones of an Alaskan beach in summer. 
Hood’s hit poured kerosene upon an al¬ 
ready raging fire within the Bates offense, 
creating a seismic disturbance able to 
propel a garnet tidal wave of momentum 
towards the Bobcats’ ocean state oppo¬ 
nents. Spurred by the Bates tsunami, Greg 
Henkes ’08 and Craig Blake ’08 notched 
the game’s first goals with two first period 
snipes to put the Bobcats up by two. 
Upon seizing such a commanding lead 
so early in the bout, the Bobcats slack¬ 
ened their intensity, allowing Rhode Is¬ 
land to put some lights of their own on 
the scoreboard. Three unanswered goals 
later, the Bates men found themselves 
trailing Rhode Island with one final period 
of hockey left to play. Losing momentum 
and trailing late in the game can devas¬ 
tate a team. Yet these aren’t your father’s 
Bobcats. Wily, fresh, and full of life, this 
team has the fire burning in their collec¬ 
tive loins. 
With the game and the perfect season 
on the line, forwards Chase Castner ’09 
and Mark DelGiudice ’09 saved the day. 
Castner netted the game-tying goal, while 
DelGiudice, scored the game-winner pre¬ 
venting the sudden death overtime. Net- 
minder Ryan Rollo ’09 and the Bates de¬ 
fense held on, shutting down the Rhode 
Island offensive to secure the victory. 
“We dug deep,” said captain Matt Ge- 
rety '06. “With so much veteran leadership 
and almost bottomless potential from our 
young raw talent, this team has what it 
takes and should be contenders for a time 
to come. Bates men’s hockey regulates, we 
make boys into men.” 
With an undefeated streak still intact, 
these young, athletic, strapping lads are 
available right here on the Bates campus 
and at no cost to you, the viewer. Even the 
most fair-weather of hockey-illiterate fans 




Adam Macbeth '06 
Macbeth won the 
long jump and 55-me¬ 
ter hurdles this week¬ 
end in a meet against 
Coast Guard and MIT. 
His time for the hur¬ 
dles qualified him for 
the Open New Eng¬ 
land Championships. 
He was also part of 
the winning 4 x 400 
team. 
in beast mode on Saturday, and it showed,” 
said Bauer. 
Indeed, the Bobcats were in “beast 
mode,” especially the women who went on 
to dominate the Beavers 143-85. This “beast 
mode” could not have been attained without 
the newly added strength of Jennifer Ras¬ 
mussen ’07. 
“Jen just came back from her semester 
abroad and we’re happy to have her back. 
She’s a major contributor to the team,” said 
co-captain Kate Gatti ’06. 
However, Gatti herself was the most re¬ 
markable force behind the team’s win. In the 
100 Freestyle, she managed a time of 55-96 
seconds, breaking 56 seconds for the first 
time outside of a championship meet and 
lowering her time for the third consecutive 
race in that event. She also went on to win 
the 200 Freestyle Relay along with team¬ 
mates Emilie Swenson ’08, Meg Conley ’08 
and Alexis Boyatsis ’09. 
First-year Bailey Johnson continues to 
make her mark, this time winning the .1000 
Freestyle by nearly 20 seconds and then 
going on to take first in the 500 Freestyle. 
Boyatsis followed Johnson placing second in 
that race; both swimmers outraced the Bea¬ 
vers by nearly 15 seconds. Another notable 
performance of that day was done by Mi¬ 
chelle Parent ’08 who achieved her lifetime 
best 50 Freestyle split with a time of 27.86 on 
the 200 Medley Relay. 
With only one month remaining in the 
season, both teams look to continue to im¬ 
prove their performances in preparation for 
the NESCAC Championships in February. 
This Saturday, they host the White Mules at 
1 p.m. 
Women's Basketball Tops 
Bowdoin and Colby at Home 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12 
Bears had strong three-point shooters. Bates 
made sure to mark the players hard in an 
attempt to deny Bowdoin three-point shots 
with a post-defense style. 
Going into the game, Bates’ game re¬ 
cord was 8-5 as opposed to Bowdoin’s 11- 
1. Bates won the tip off and then the Bob¬ 
cat-Polar Bear rumble began. The game was 
back and forth in the first half. In the last 30 
seconds before halftime, Bates was up 27-24, 
and Marsha Berne of Bowdoin launched a 3- 
point attempt that could tie up the game. But 
the shot hit the rim, allowing Bates to enter 
half-time in the lead. 
In his half-time speech, Murphy said, “It’s 
Bowdoin-Bates. They’re not going to back 
down. The score at half time proved we can 
do it and that we’re a great team.” Murphy 
told the women that they could work on re¬ 
bounding in the second half. “They started 
off slowly, but once they scored a basket, 
they were able to play better,” said Murphy. 
“We came out of the locker room looking 
at it like it was another 20 minutes, nothing¬ 
nothing. We knew we had to pick up our in¬ 
tensity even more and play even harder than 
in the first half to win,” said Coffin. 
After the half, Bowdoin tied up the score, 
27-27. Bowdoin’s Eileen Flaherty scored a 
free throw to top Bates on the score board. 
Bowdoin’s lead didn’t last for long after 
Matia Kostakis ’08 immediately sunk a free 
throw. Kostakis sunk several free throw 
shots throughout the game, which were cru¬ 
cial. With 16:19 remaining, Bowdoin’s Jus¬ 
tine Pouravelis retaliated with a field goal, 
assisted by Flaherty. 
Kyla Decato ’06 scored with three sec¬ 
onds left on the shot clock, as Bates regained 
the lead at 32-31. The Bobcats maintained 
the lead for the remainder of the game, with 
the Polar Bears close on their tails, but the 
«- j ( J 
Bobcats won it in the end. 
Murphy was very pleased with the vic¬ 
tory. Bowdoin normally averages 76 points 
per game, and scored only 51 against Bates. 
Bates stepped it up on the defense, some¬ 
thing the team has been working to improve 
upon all season. “I think we played really 
well together. We stepped it up and got our 
rhythm.” 
“What really helped us was that we 
brought eight Bates guys in to scrimmage us 
in practice,” said Murphy. The men’s athleti¬ 
cism challenged the women to step up their 
defensive game. 
Before Saturday’s game against Colby, 
Coffin said, “We know they’re going to come 
out hard against us. No matter what team 
we play, we know we have to come out hard 
and win.” The team met Coffin’s expecta¬ 
tions. The Bobcats’ intensity in the Bowdoin 
game the previous night carried over into the 
game against Colby. 
Bates got off to a fast start, which was 
devastating to Colby. The Bobcats jumped 
to an early lead and increased the lead 
throughout the rest of the game. “Sarah Bar¬ 
ton had ten assists and made several spec¬ 
tacular passes that led to easy baskets. Meg 
Coffin had 23 points on 11-14 shooting from 
the floor plus eight rebounds,” said Murphy. 
Matia Kostakis scored 16 points. The Bob¬ 
cat pack played a suffocating defense. Colby 
turned the ball over 27 times. Bates shot 
47.5% percent from the floor. The Bobcats 
walked away standing firmly in the number 
one slot in the NESCAC, as they continued 
their four game winning streak with a 61-37 
lead. 
The women’s next game will be tonight 
at 5 p.m. against Babson College, in a non¬ 
league matchup. 
Men Place Second at Tri-Meet 
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time traveling further south to Connecticut to 
compete in a tri-meet hosted by Coast Guard, 
and included MIT. In its first outing this season 
as a full team, the Bates men finished second in 
the tri-meet with 98.5 points, placing ahead of 
the Coast Guard’s 96 points and behind MIT’s 
159.5. 
Adam Macbeth ’06 of Bates was one of 
the meet’s most victorious competitors, seizing 
three wins in three events. He won the long 
jump with a distance of 19 feet and eight inch¬ 
es. He also won the meet’s 55-meter hurdle 
race with a time of 7.94 seconds, a time that 
was good enough to qualify him for the New 
England Open. Macbeth also competed in the 
men’s 4 x 400 meter relay. The team, consisting 
of Macbeth, Matt Capone ’07, Samuel Thomas 
’07 and Joel Colony ’06 brought home another 
win for Bates when they won the relay. 
In the 400 meter race, Thomas earned an¬ 
other win with a time of 52.70 seconds. His 
relay teammate, Colony, ran the 55 meter race 
with a time of 6.67 seconds, but finished fifth 
in the finals. 
Other standouts included Emmanuel Drabo 
’08 who completed a triple jump of 43 feet and 
seven inches, the eighth best in Bates’ history. 
It was also enough to qualify him for both the 
New England Opens and ECAC Champion¬ 
ships. 
John Miley ’08 earned more notice when 
he ran the fastest leg of the 4x800 meter race, 
as well as when he earned personal bests in 
both shot put (39 feet and 1.25 inches) and the 
high jump (5 feet, 11.5 inches). 
Next up for the team is the Tufts Invita¬ 
tional next Saturday, Jan. 21. 
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CBB Champs! Basketball Squads Sweep Rivals 
Women crush Colby, 
knock off Bowdoin 
JESSIE SAWYER 
STAFF WRITER 
This past weekend, women’s basketball 
played well enough to merit the number one 
ranking in the NESCAC. Friday, Jan. 13th was 
not a day of bad luck for these felines, as 
they won their first NESCAC game against 
Bowdoin, 56-51. 
“There’s nothing better than winning 
your first NESCAC game in Alumni Gym 
against Bowdoin. It doesn’t get ariy sweeter 
than that,” said captain Meg Coffin ’07. 
The win was no easy task, as the Po¬ 
lar Bears pressured the Bobcat squad until 
the very last second. The Bobcats went into 
the game knowing it would be a challenge. 
Coach Jim Murphy commented that the Polar 
SARAH BECK/ THE BATES STUDENT 
Colby's frontcourt defense is no match for Rob Stockwell '07, who registerd 21 points and 
18 rebounds against the outmatched White Mules. 




Men’s basketball clinched a CBB sweep 
with weekend wins at rivals Bowdoin and 
Colby. 
Rob Stockwell ’07 led the way with 21 
points and 18 rebounds in Saturday afternoon’s 
66-55 win over the White Mules in Waterville. 
Stockwell’s domination underneath—due in 
part to the absence of Bates center Matt Chu- 
domel ’06, out with a sprained ankle, and 
Colby center Drew Cohen, NESCAC’s leader 
in blocks—opened up the‘outside attack for 
the Bobcats, who poured in 11-25 three-point 
field goals, a 44 percent clip. 
Sean Cahill ’06 added 12 points on 5-8 
shooting in a season-high 28 minutes of play, 
See WOMEN'S BBALL, page 11 
Women's Track Second at USM 
See MEN'S BBALL, page 10 
Men's Track Starts Season Strong 
CHRIS NELSON 
STAFF WRITER 
On Saturday, Jan. 14 women’s track trav¬ 
eled to Portland for the USM Invitational. 
Paced by Keelin Godsey, ’06 victories in 
both the shot put and the weight throw, the 
Bobcats posted a strong second place finish. 
With a score of 107 points, the Bobcats only 
trailed USM at the end of the meet. Their ef¬ 
fort placed Bates ahead of Colby (94.5), MIT 
(90), Coast Guard (88) and Mt. Holyoke (55). 
Godsey automatically qualified for the 
Division III championships with a weight 
throw of 62 feet and two inches, 17 feet 
better than the closest competitor. Godsey’s 
shot put throw of 40-7.5 also qualified for the 
New England Division III championships. 
Four other members of the team also 
qualified for the New England Divi¬ 
sion III championships. Kathleen Nugent 
’06 and Isabel Alexander ’09 qualified 
in the 55-meter hurdles posting times of 
9.19 and 9-50, respectively. Alexander 
also qualified in the high jump, clear¬ 
ing five feet. Also qualifying was Kathryn 
Moore in the 1,500 meter run (4:52.06) 
and Laura Golitko in the pole vault (9'7“). 
In all, the Bobcats scored in 15 out of 17 
events, a statistic that demonstrates a com¬ 
plete and consistent performance. 
Head coach Jay Hartshorn was very 
pleased with the outcome of the meet. 
“We are a very well-rounded team as we 
scored in every event but two,” she said. 
She remains optimistic that the team will 
continue to improve and perform at a 
high level for the remainder of the season. 
“We had numerous New England Divi¬ 
sion III qualifiers and a host of other per¬ 
formances that were close. I expect the 
team to just keep on getting better and 
better as the season continues,” she said. 
The Bobcats will look to keep the momen¬ 
tum going as they travel south for the Tufts 
Invitational on Saturday, Jan. 21. 
KRISTIN SAHAGIAN 
SPORTS LAYOUT EDITOR 
Men’s track had a strong debut for the 
2006 winter season on Sunday, Jan. 8th 
when they traveled to Hanover, NH to com¬ 
pete in the 37th Annual Dartmouth Relays, 
and again on Jan. 14th, when they went to 
New London, Connecticut for a tri-meet at 
the US Coast Guard Academy. 
The first meet was held at Dartmouth’s 
Leverone Field House, where the Bates team 
faced tough competition from 13 other col¬ 
leges and universities including Williams, 
Northeastern, Keene State, Tufts and U-Mass 
Lowell. With 114 points, Dartmouth ulti¬ 
mately won the overall title, a first for the 
college in this meet since scoring was intro¬ 
duced in 2003- Finishing out the top three 
were Williams and Universite de Sherbrooke, 
with 82 and 73 points, respectively. Overall, 
Bates ranked 11th out of the 14 competitors, 
earning ten points overall. Considering only 
two members of the team represented them 
in Hanover, Bates finished well. 
The two competitors representing Bates 
were Noah Gauthier ’08 and Matt Lopez ’08, 
who both competed in the men’s 35-pound 
throw. Facing 18 other opponents, Gauthier 
and Lopez earned points for Bates while 
improving their records. Gauthier improved 
his personal-best 35-pound throw by six feet 
and four inches with a 54 foot and 1/2 inch 
throw. This was also good enough to qualify 
him for the finals and to place him in sixth 
overall in the competition. For placing sixth, 
Gauthier earned eight points for Bates. 
Lopez threw a distance of 46 feet, 3 inch¬ 
es, a distance that earned him the tenth spot 
overall, just barely missing the qualifying 
mark for finals. This too was a personal best 
distance. For earning the tenth spot Lopez 
gained two points for Bates. 
Nearly one week after the Dartmouth Re¬ 
lays, the team was once again on the road, this 
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Squash Splits against Amherst 
Women dominant but men lose heartbreaker; Weisskopf continues stellar season 
JOHN MCNULTY 
MANAGING SPORTS EDITOR 
Men’s and women’s squash both took on 
Amherst this past Tuesday just two days after 
both teams lost against Williams. While the 
women took out the frustration of their heart¬ 
breaking loss to the Ephs on the overmatched 
Lord Jeffs en route to a 9-0 romp, the men suf¬ 
fered a close 5-4 loss. 
The outcome of the women’s match was 
never in doubt, as the Bobcats outscored the 
Lord Jeffs 243-51 overall. In the top seeded 
game, co-captain Melissa Lue Yen ’06 made 
quick work of Amherst’s Caroline Shannon 
winning by a score of 9-2, 9-1, 9-1, while 
Kelsey Engman ’07 throttled Emily O’Brien 9-2, 
9-0, 9-1. 
Sophomore Charlotte Gerrish dropped 
her first game, the only one the Bobcats lost 
all day, but she rallied back to take the next 
three games to win 6-9, 9-6, 9-0, 9-5. Schuyler 
Haynes ’07, Liza Roberts ’06, Caroline Lemoine 
’08, Sarah Blomstedt ’09, Margot Webel ’09 and 
Jenny Imrich ’08 all prevailed in straight sets. 
Webel and Imrich, the eight and nine play¬ 
ers, respectively, both remain undefeated for 
the year, a testament to the Bobcats’ superior 
depth. Imrich won her match without giving 
up a single point, as did Audrey Blanchette ’06 
in her exhibition match. “There are no weak¬ 
nesses in our lineup,” commented head coach 
John Illig. 
Illig noted that while the win was a big 
one, Amherst is having a down year. While 
they are traditionally good in squash, then- 
women’s team is currently rebuilding, as they 
lost a number of players to graduation. None¬ 
theless, Illig was very pleased with the effort 
put forth by the women. 
The men’s match was highlighted by a pair 
of exciting five-set matches. One of them saw 
Jamie White ’06 pitted against Amherst’s Nick 
Haslett. After the first two sets White found 
himself down as Haslett took both convinc¬ 
ingly. But the co-captain refused to quit taking 
the next two sets to tie-breakers and winning 
both. By the time the crucial fifth set came 
around Haslett’s spirit was broken and White 
took the match 2-9, 4-9, 10-8, 10-9, 9-4. Jamie 
saved five match points over the course of the 
match. 
On the other hand, Chip Russell ’09 mount¬ 
ed an impressive rally of his own but fell short 
in an excruciating manner. After losing the 
first two sets to Stu Landesberg, Russell battled 
back and took the next two to set up a tense 
fifth set. After going down match point in the 
tie-breaker, Russell managed to battle back and 
save it, and came back to take a match point of 
his own, only to see it slip away as Landesberg 
held on and won the match 10-8, 9-6, 6-9, 7-9, 
10-9. 
Mark Taggart ’09 also rallied back from 
two sets down to tie, only to lose the final set. 
Other matches were not quite as close. Ricky 
Weisskopf ’08 continued his undefeated season 
in a dominant fashion besting Amherst’s Au- 
loke Mathur 9-6, 9-3, 9-4. Senior Pete Golds- 
borough won in straight sets while co-captain 
Sean Wilkinson ’08 won in four sets convinc¬ 
ingly, while Gary Kan ’07, Charlie Johnson ’09 
and Guillermo Moronta ’06 all lost in straight 
sets. The main factor turned out to be Amherst’s 
superior play in the lower seeded matches, as 
they won the six through nine spots. 
Currently, the women’s record stands at 3- 
2, while the men fell to 2-3. But Illig main¬ 
tains that the match record, especially at this 
point in the season, is irrelevant. “Our goal 
always remains not to worry too much about 
our match record but to end set to the season 
with the highest national rank that we are ca¬ 
pable of. Of course some very strong teams 
have that exact same goal.” 
Both teams have a slate of important 
matches coming up, beginning this weekend 
when they travel to Yale to play a number of 
teams. Both the men and women will square 
off against the hosts, the women will play Con¬ 
necticut College and Hamilton while the men 
take on the University of Rochester, Denison, 
Navy, Franklin & Marshall and Hobart. In the 
coming weeks the team will play Brown, Dart¬ 
mouth and Tufts at home. Both teams will also 
be gunning for their third consecutive CBB ti¬ 
tles. 
Illig maintains that he is pleased with how 
the season is progressing. “Generally, re¬ 
sults from both men’s and women’s Amherst 
matches show that we are in a really good 
place right now, arid that we can expect great 
things for the rest of the season. The upcoming 
Yale weekend will be big for us, especially for 
the men’s team, and that should give us some 
good information that we can use to set spe¬ 
cific goals for the NESCAC tournament and for 
team nationals.” 
